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TO  ' DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 8/10/61 


FROM Aic, SAN FRANCISCO (100-47657) 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
SUBJECT: REEDOM RIDE, 1961 HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ` 
— — CENTRAL RAILROAD DATE ll-lz-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STW 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA TO I 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
6/25/61 E 
ena ees) Eve RIDER i pai ice en f Ne 


FOX 
— SK HUNTER E. HELGESON 1/06/61; “at New. New 





Orleans. 


Rerep requests that San Francisco should check ` 
indices and conduct a credit and criminal check at the 
place of residence of RICHARD THORNE. 


doseenny, 

The only reference to THORNE in the San Francisco 
indices reflected that the "Berkeley Daily Gazette", a local 
newspaper, edited an article in the issue of 6/20/61, which Í 
it lected that RICHARD THORNE, 24 of 1862 Fairview Street, a 

Mdent, was one of the local Freedom Riders who had been 
ested in Mississippi. 


Enclosed herewith are 8 copies of a letterhead 
memorandum suitable for dissemination. An additional copy. Eh 
of this letterhead is being forwarded to New Orleans for( - | |j. 
their information. — VE 
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Pep STATES DEPARTMENT M srror 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to . | — ds 
File No. 100-lI765T San Francisco, California 


^ August 10, 1961 


FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA TO 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


. JUNE 25; 1961 B : ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
; HEREIN. IS UNCLASSIFIED 


rel  — f] . DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAV /SAB/STU. 


B. APPROX. : 
Records of the Jaekson Police De — Jackson, 
Mississippi, reflect that 
Berkeley, California, was arrested at Jackson, 
ssissippi, on June 25, 1961, and charged with breach of 
the peace. 


























on August T, 1961, records of the Berkeley Police 
Department, Berkeley, California, were checked but failed to 
reflect any information concerning 
On August 7, 1961 
[ _| registrar's office, University of California, — 


iifornia, advised that she could locate no record o 
aving attended the University of California at. 


Berkeley, ` 


. . On August 8, D available 
the files of the Credit Bureau o e Greater East Ba and 
` jt was noted that a file.was being maintained fure: 
The last entry in this fil on September 29, 
1959, at which time he resided at 
erkele and listed a previous residence as 


| cmd icated his employment 
as working for f 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 


EES your agency. E | 
ENCLOS! SURE. — 
szZ-3FZ=— f! 





However,. a check by mno ered: Bureau PREISE. 
VB: ce ‘this employment, S ` ; 


Së ane es Td reflected that 
e. indicated. that orked | as 


In con Eu redit: Seed, E 


— tained. =s Credit Card with an eéhtry ` 
J — = ea ae been ` ` 


The "Berkeley Datly. Gazette, it. a daily. newspaper at `: 
Berkeley, California, in the is8ue of June. 20; 196i, carried. 
an article which listed-a-number of local — 

who had been'arrested lim Mississippi and among these was 
listed RICHARD SEPINE, èh, ,1662. Fairview paren es a Student. 
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URGE 8-18-61 6-02 PM CST LM 
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V TỌ DIRECTOR, FBI 





/ 
FROM SAC NEW ORLEANS , /157-26A/ 1P 
f e b Y M du sE ca AA 
FREEBUS. FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY AS OF FOUR PM, AUG. EIGHTEEN 
NO FR ARRESTED SINCE AUG, SEVENTEENTH SUMMARY. — 
[ | HINDS COUNTY SO, JACKSON, ADVISED TODAY RECHECK OF 
X 


HIS RECORDS SHOWS FOLLOWING FR PRISONERS RELEASED ON BOND 


ON DATES INDICATED AND NOT PREVIOUSLY REPORTED BY SO »s|  ] 


AUG. SIXTEEN. TOTAL ARRESTED TWO NINE SEVENe 
RELEASED ON BOND TWO ZERO NINE. PAID FINE FOUR. RELEASED 
TO ATTORNEY ONE. RELEASED ON PROBATION FOUR. RELEASED AS 
CHARGES DISMISSED ONE. RELEASED ON EXPIRATION SENTENCE ONE, 
NET IN CUSTODY SEVEN SEVEN. ALL FR PRISONERS EATING AT HINDS 
COUNTY JAIL AND JACKSON CITY JAIL. 
END AND ACK PLS 


KEC g 
WA 8-04 PM OK FBI W A BH | 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIM I2 UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STW 














URGENT 8-21-61 10-32 AM 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI AND NEW YORK CITY 

FROM SAC, NEW ORLEANS  /157-264/ (4 P 

FREEBUS, JACKSON, MISS, 
ADVISED TODAY THAT TWO WHITE CATHOLIC PRIESTS WILL DEPART NYC BY 
AIR TODAY FOR JACKSON, MISS, AS FRS, AFTER ARRIVAL JACKSON, WILL 
GO TO ONE OF BUS TERMINALS IN JACKSON WHERE THEY WILL ENTER COLORED 
WAITING ROOM, PURCHASE BUS TICKETS, AND USE ALL FACILITIES, COLORED 
WAITING ROON, WILL NOT ATTEMPT TO TEST FACILITIES JACKSON AIRPORT 
TERMINAL, HAS NO OTHER DETAILS BUT ADVISES ra — | 
| ] CORE, NXTIONAL HEADQUARTERS, NYC, CAN FURNISH IDENTITIES 

OF THE me pRigsts AND SCHEDULE. NY CONTACT CORE HEADQUARTERS, 
ASCERTAIN DETAILS INCLUDING IF POSSIBLE, WHICH BUS TERMINAL THEY 
INTEND TO TEST, MODE OF TRANSPORTATION FROM AIRPORT TO BUS TERMINAL, 
AND WHETHER OR NOT TEST OF BUS TERMINAL WILL BE MADE IMMEDIATELY 


724 


AFTER ARRIVING AT JACKSON AIRPORT. SUTEL. 
REC- D 7 — 


END Z AND ACK Gan Weg 


FBI WA O711 12-36 PM OK FBI WA JDS 
FBI NY 1-0711 | OK FBI NY JAF 
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Date: 8/ 15/61 — ..— 


1: 
Trànsmit the following in 





(Type in plain text or code) 


Via AIRTEL AIR MAIL 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) i 
Ee EE EE C sua i yy Aa ATP m te ee 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI --€95=97032) 
FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-264B) 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE li-iz-zü039 BY &ü3z4 UC BAW/SAB/STW 


. PE 
pat xm D AS j 4. , 
i e iio d. : I 3 T 4 I 2 vM : 


SUBJECT:  FREEBUS 
RM 


Re New Orteans airtel, 8/8/61. 


The following are cumulative costs incurred in this 
case in the New Orleans Division as of clase of business, 8/12/61: 


Regular Hours Overtime Hours 
Agents 925 
Clerical 789 22 


Miles driven: 4,753 


(32- Bureau 
1 - New Orleans 


DLH: dfs 
(4) 


Approved: 


6 AUG 24 196 
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— Date: — 8/17/61 
Transmit the —— in — — — — b6 
Ñ (Type in plain text or code) l BIC 
AIRTEL : i | 
Via 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) I | 
E t rc rrr esst ei = 
po | Zë > DIRECTOR, PBI(157-375} 


ERM _: SAC, NEW YORK (157-391) ` Joa 
SUBJECT: FREEBUS © FF LEA Ei DEES Mi Sob EEO 


N RACTAL MATTERS ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE ll-12-z009 BY 50324 UC BAW/SAB/3TW 


VPN ReWFOtel to Bureau, 8/17/61. 
DUO Detective NYCPD, advised S|[ | | 
| Jtelephonically on 9/17/61, that theyhad checked 


earlier with the dispatcher at the Greyhound Bus Terminal, 34th 
Street and Eighth Avenue, NYC, and determined that chartered 
Greyhound Bus #3404, arrived at the Greyhound Bus Terminal at 
3:00 am, today. There were no problems or incidents at the 


Terminal involving passengers on the bus. 


` 





5A = Bureau“{357=973} e 
^1 - New Orleans (AM) (RM 
1 - New York (151-391) 
VJA:me 
: (6) 
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ALL INFORHATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE ll-12-zü009 BY 60324 UC BAU/SAB/STU 


* 


URGENT 8-19-61 4-20 PM CST LM 


y^ £ i LY uM CINE en LE 3 uk aye 


hz tob 


p DIRECTOR AFBI 

TI A FROM SAC NEW ORLEANS /151-264/  1P 
FREEBUS, FORBAWINGS IS SUMMARY AS OF FOUR PM, AUG. NINETEEN. NO 
FR ARRESTED ic t EIGHTEEN. TOTAL ARRESTED TWO HUNDRED 


NINETY SEVEN. RELEASED ON BOND TWO HUNDRED THIRTYSIX. PAID 





FINE FOUR. RELEASED TO ATTORNEY ONE. RELEASED ON PROBATION 
FOUR. RELEASED AS CHARGES DISMISSED ONE, RELEASED ON EXPIRATION “i — 
SENTENCE ONE. NET IN CUSTODY FIFTY. ALL FR PRISONERS EATING AT 

HINDS COUNTY JAIL AND JACKSON CITY JAIL. 

END AND ACK PLS 

WA — 6-1// 6-24 PM OK FBI WA JDS 


TU DISCV REC- VSI BELG ae i} 


S ^ AUG ZR 1961 
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AIR MAIL 
Date: 8-14-61 


Transmit the following in 
(Type in plain text or code) 


AIRMAIL 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) 














ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DIRECTOR; FBI DATE ll-l12-Zz0089 EY 50324 UC BAW/SAE/STW 











SAC, EL — (157-43) / 
2: us 
FREEBUS ` C EpeicDoM d Mise =< LLANE e 
RACIAL MATTERS 
00: Los Angeles 
Greyhound Bus with freedom riders arrived El 
Paso, Texas, 2:30 AM, 8-12-61, and departed 3:00 AM. 
No incidents occurred. Local authorities alerted. 
CROSBY. 
RUC 
/3/- Bureau (REG. AM) 
2 - Los Angeles (REG. AM) 
1 - El Paso 


DJR:sc 
(6) 


REC- 13 7.3. ei. = a95 


1. — — Un, 


ee AU 36 A 


Approved: 


56 AUG 24 gp omm 
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AUG 1T 1961 — 2 — Ge Ry 
T — My. X a 
TELEPE Y 2 poser a 
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b S Ze | Teie. Room | 
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DIRECTOR FBI z pae FIDES Ge || Miss Gandy. 
jj ] 
d FROM SAC, NEW ORLEANS /157-264/ 1 P 3 | | 
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FREEBUS, FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY AS OF FOUR PM, AUG as SEVEN TEEN- 







gers e 35 





NO FR ARRESTED OR RELEASED SINCE AUG, SIXTEEN SUMMARY, TOTAL 





ARRESTED TWO NINE SEVEN, RELEASED ON BOND TWO ZERO SIX, PAID 










FINE FOUR, RELEASED TO ATTORNEY ONE, RELEASED ON PROBATION 





FOUR, RELEASED AS CHARGES DISMISSED ONE, RELEASED ON EXPIRATION 








OF SENTENC ONE, NET IN CUSTODY EIGHT ZERO, ALL FR PRISONERS 


EATING AT HINDS COUNTY JAIL AND JACKSON CITY JAIL 457-287^ Za £ 










ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 3 
END AND ACK HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED REC 1 
DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/ZTW Gk; AUG 21 196i 
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: — 36 CREN: 12-13-56) 


FBI 


Date: 8/11/61 


(Type in plain text or code) 


AIR MA 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, HOUSTON (44-786) 


s: ALI? INFORMATION CONTAINED 
FREEBUS ` HEREIN I3 UNCLASSIFIED f 
DATE 11-12-2009 - BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/ STU 


RE: Bureau teletype. to Houston, 8/10/61: 
Houston telephone: call to Bureau, 8/11/61. 


Twelve freedom riders from California arriveä Houston, c 
Texas, 9:55 AM, 8/11/61, via Southern Pacific Railroad.  Rail- b"7C 
road conductor and various passengers reported this group was 
very noisy and walked throughout train bragging that they would 
"break the Union Station Restaurant at Houston wide open." :'' 
There are no facilities at Southern Pacific Station where. 
group arrived. This group was mét by six Houston members of Cu 
Progressive Youth Association (PYA), a local group which also. 
engages in attempts to integrate various facilities. 


Entire group from California spent approximately 
one hour in offices of Houston {fornia spent approximately j 
ho regularly furnish legal assistance 


and guidance to PYA. At 11:55 AM, several members of this 
group proceeded to Union Station and purchased seven one way . 


P 
(3)- Bureau (AM) g | 

2 - Los Angeles (AM) (157-367) mr 42 E 
2 - New Orleans (Tn£o.) (AM) = 

.2 - Houston 2 SE ier 

ED:yk CAE 

wech 


— 


— 
C ro, 


Approved: 


5 8 AUC 2 ibe Spdeial Agent = Charge 





HO 44-786 


tickets by Missouri Pacific Railroad to DeQuincy, Louisiana, TS 


whch represents cheapest tickets which can be purchased at. 
"| Houston for interstate travel. This group later made short. >. 
trip a earns Pacific Station, possibly for similar purpose. 


^ At 1:48 PM, twelve freedom sidere from California . 
accompanied by four individuals from Houston believed to be -- 
PYA members entered the restaurant at. Union Station and took © 
seats. Manager of restaurant declined to serve these persons, | 
and they refused to leave restaurant. Manager proceeded 
directly to Houston Police Department and attempted. to obtain 
arrest Warrants through Corporation Court but Houston Police 
Chief CARL L. SHUPTRINE refused to approve warrants or fur- 
nish any assistance to restaurant owner. Restaurant owner 
then proceeded to Harris County Court House and obtained 
warrants against above 16 individuals charging them v with 
unlawful assembly. 

After restaurant owner: returned to restaurant 
uniformed police officers. arrived at the scene and obtained 
identities of each freedom rider and observed railroad ticket 
in possession of each rider. All 16 individuals were then 
placed under arrest and at 3:35 PM were. placed in police ` 
vehicles and left for Harris County Jail to be photographed, 
fingerprinted, and booked ine- -- 


During above period,. there was no threat of violence 
or any incidents other than routine activities normal for this 
railroad station at this period.  Arrestel persons left quietly 
until actually leaving station when they -began hi 


It is not known. at this time whether arrestal per- ` 
sons will seek release on bond or will remain in jail. It 
is noted information developed by Los Angeles indicated .. 
California group might continue to Jackson, Mississippi, if 
not arrested at Houston. . 





HO 44-786 ` 


The Houston. Office will maintain contact with 
established sources and will promptly advise the Bureau 
and interested offices of pertinent developments as they 
occur, In event any of this group leave Houston. for travel 
to Jackson, Mississippi, or E Houston will. advise 
“appropriate office. ` . 





— — ae FORM NO. 19 7 EE | 
— UNITED STATES cold RNMENT ` d > a 
Memorandum = 
P : b6 
TO  : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-225892) pate: 8/16/61 b7c 






2 22 SAC, SAN E (157-93) 


FREEBUS gor @ IDERE -M SCRL — 


SUBJECT: 


Re San Antonio letter to Bureau, 8/10/61. 


AM On 8/11/61, Inspector — |] Executive 
Officer, San Antonio Police Department, advised that 
there was no disturbance or incident of any kind 
when Southern Pacific Train, Sunset Limited, Train 
Number 2, passed through San Antonio on the early 
morning of 8/11/61. 


No further action is contempiated in this 
matter by San Antonio Office. 

















ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED - ` 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED i 
DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STU 








(27Bureau (RM) 
1-Houston (RM) 
1-San Antonio 


Ic: lfe 
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. . Date: 8/8/61 
Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT 


(Type in plain om or code) 


AIRTEL 
(Priority or Method of — 


DIRECTOR, FBI (400=88585F 411 Leben — 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


FROM: | SAC, MEMPHIS (157- 140) DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 wc, SRB S 


C ` 
SUBJECT: FREEBUS É. À > iden - 
RACIAL MATTERS . ee EE He f REENEN 
(00: NEWARK) 


—— ———“ w w. 


Re Newark airtel E dated 7/28/61. 


Pursuant to lead set forth in referenced airtel 
there is being transmitted herewith eight copies of a I 
letterhead memorandum setting forth information relative 
to the activities of the instant group in the Memphis 
Division. Two copies of this are being made available to 
the office of. origin for their information. 


The Special Agent observing the Bere of 


the grou at the bus station in Nashville, Tenn., n Ë 
à SAL el te is also the S eut SE ie 
Observed the ac es of freedom rider ss 


Nashville, Tenn.,. upón . his return on 7/21/ 61. 


Agents Observing freedom riders 
at Memphis, Tenn. on 7/21/61 are SA' 


, Identities of. the Acenta observing activities of 
the group at the Greyhound Bus Station in M 
on 7/19/61 are | WILLIAM H, LAWRENCE and 
X "NOT O: 0 J Kta- OFDD c Grka E Maz 
e es Bureau ege "ac Par -67 URIA A 
2 - Newark (Encl. 2 


— d*e * EW -I8 74127, 


FWN:ics 
A. |i. s. D... (5) - 
eq. Reed, pae 
A SE For el D ei queda. 
Rer. Mail. ceo? B PW. c E 22 AUG 10 pn 
Rom zierod. i ` f 
V 
| 
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Ley Tee TR ^v 
f ra 
App oved 


Sent | (652 [cy M | Per 
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- 9 —€—À DIMUS 
UNE x STATES DEPARTMENT OF STICE is 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
In Reply, Please Ru to 
File No. f 
. Í : 
. Memphis, Tennessee | 
August 8, 1961, 5 . be 
Lë b7C 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED TA, 
HEREIN I3 UNCLASSIFIED . š i 
DATE 11-12-2009 EY 6ü3z4 UC BAW/SAB/S3TW . RE: 


FREEBUS 
| FRACTAL MATTERS 
. 
| 0n July 19, ibl: at 12:18 p.m. five freedom riders 
identified as following arrived at Nashville, Tennessee, at 
. the Greyhound Bus Station where they were observed by a ‘Special 
Agent of the FBI: 


(2) Name 
Race 
Sex 
Age 
Height. ` 
Welght: 
‘Hair 


(2) Name 

` Race ` 
Sex 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
. Hair mu 

. Complexion 
Glasses 


.(3) Name 
Race 
Sex 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
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FREEBUS 
RACIAL MATTERS 


0) Name 
Race 
Sex 
Age 
Height 


Complexion 
Voice 


This group arrived at Nashville, Tennessee, via 
Greyhound bus number M5494, They were met by a Negro youth, 
a white youth ona a white girl who were riding in a 1958 
e licens This car is registered 
Nashville, Tennessee, The group talked 
approximately ten minutes. During this time 
the Negro youth was observed to go to a public telephone in 
the bus station and make two telephone calls, these calls 
being made at approximately 12:20 to 12:25 p.m. The local 
group left the bus station, leaving the five named freedom 
riders who entered the bus station at approximately 12:30 p.m. . 
They went to the lunch counter where they obtained service 
eating sandwiches, They experienced. no difficulty. 


The group left Nashville by Greyhound bus nuper 
M5446 en route to Memphis, Tennessee. 


The bus station was covered by two plain clothesmen 
from the Nashville Police Department and a Special Agent of 
the Tennessee Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the state 
investigative organization. Also observed at the bus station 
were a newspaper reporter from The Nashville Banner and a 
newspaper reporter from United Press International. There 
was also a news photographer from The Nashville Banner. The. 





PREEBUS 
RACIAL MATTERS 


photographer took no photographs and none of the — made 
any attempt to interview the freedom riders. 


Two unidentified white youths who ER were 
curiosity seekers were observed attempting to make photographs 
of the group. These individuals were surveil) to the YMCA, 
Nashville, Tennessee, and subsequently to their automobile 
which bore-a 1961 Oklahoma Jicense number|_____] This car 
was a black and white 1957 two-door: Ford hardtop. Observed 
inside the automobile te. some bibles printed by the South- 
western Company, a cOWnipany located in Nashville, Tennessee, 


which prints and.sells bibles by thé use of door-to-door salesmen, 





[the Southwestern Company. Nashville, 


individuals who was taking pictures 






is a 

ently in Nashvil raining as a salesman fop the Southwestern 
Company stated that he questio concerning 
taking. the pictures and was advised that had read CC the 


freedom riders in the paper and that he was taking the pictures 
merely as a matter of curiosity. He stated that the other 
individual who was with him was a man whom he had met at the 


YMCA and who was acquaintance[ ^ ]was unable to 
furnish, ame stated that there was no connection 
betwee and the freedom rider movement or a segregationist 
movement, 


On July 19, 1961, Inspector[ ^  ]Nasnvilie, 
Tennessee Police Department, advised that at approximately 
12:20 p.m, two calls from an anonymous caller were received 
at the Nashville Police Department stating that there was an 
explosion at the bus station. The Police Department because 
it had men on duty at the bus station took no action on these 
calls other than to send a sergeant of the uniformed patrol by 
the bus station to be sure that the men on duty had not been 
incapacitated and therefore to be sure that there was no 
explosion, I . 


On the evening of July 19; 1961, two Special Agents 
of the FBI observed the five individuals named above arriving 
at the Greyhound Bus Depot in Memphis, Tennessee, at 6:25 p.m. . 
The group immediately went into the, Post House Restaurant at ` 
the bus station depot. There they sat together at the countar i 


from the State of Oklahoma wno is pres- Tent 


a 
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Y i vee @ i e ` 
i b6 
b7C 
FREEBUS 


RACIAL MATTERS 


and were served without de t by white waitresses. They ` 
were interviewed by of the United Press International 
and by an unidentified white female reporter, x 


The Commercial Appeal and Press Scimitar reporters 
were present but made no eiiort to interview the group. Both 
of these are newspapers published locally at Memphis, Tennessee. 


| At approximately 6:50 p,m. the group entered a United |, —. 
Cab Company taxi number 36 (Negro) driven bf] They jt 


were followed by white Memphis Police Department Officers, 
Lieutena '" Negro Police Department 
Officers 


They proceeded to Owen College in Memphis, Tennessee, 
and went into Roger Willlams Hall, a dormitory. It will be 
noted that Owen College is a Negro institution, At approxi- 
mately 7:00 p.m. on July 19, 19 i —— 5€ the 
Special Agent in Charge of the Memphis vision and volunteered . 
information that the group would remain at Owen College all 
night and would depart Memphis at 12340 p.m. on July 20, 1961, 
via Greyhound bus en route to Little Rock, Arkansas. He also 
volunteered that he would advise the Memphis Division if there 
were any changes in the group's plans. It was noted that there 
was no local delegation or group of people to meet this group 
of freedom riders on their arrival. One of the group did 

approach one of the Negro detectives of the Memphis Police 
Department and asked if he might be 
the NAACP in Memphis. This detective who happened to be named 
plied in the negative, and when asked if he knew 
address also advised that he did not. S 


At approximately 10:20 a.m. on July 20, 1961, an. 
individual identifying himself as one of 
the freedom riders, telephonically contacted the Memphis 
Division and advised that he and his associates would leave 
Memphis at 12:40 p.m. via Greyhound bus en route to Little ` 
Rock, Arkansas, He indicated that he would contact the Little 
Rock Office of the FBI upon arrival. 


At 12:15 p.m. on July 20, 1961, Agents of the FBI 
observed the group eating lunch in the Post House Restaurant 
at the Greyhound Depot. This was formerly reserved for whites 
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RACIAL MATTERS 


only, No incidents occurred, They appeared to be alone, 


Shortly prior to 12:40 p.m. all five individuals 
poarded the above described bus with no incidents occurring. 
The two Negros were observed sitting in the front of the bus. 
The bus left the Memphis depot at 12: a p.m. en route to Little 
Rock, 


On July Oe eae ee of the FBI Ss e 


the Memphis airport, at which time they observed that 
sn mal lt in Metiphis om Ame 
Airlines Flight No. They arrived at 3:03 p.m. 

p.m. 


pemáined on the plane which departed Memphis at 3:4 
scheduled to arrive in Washington, D. C. at 8:00 p.m. He 
had reservations confirmed through to LaGuardia Field in New 
York City to arrive at 9:30 p. — — Bepaxtea Memphis on 
American Airlines Flight No. 509 scheduled to arrive in 
Nashville, Tennessee, at 6:24 p.m. He was confirmed only to 
Nashville. i f 


[E of July 21, 1961, an Agent of the FBI 
observed arrive on American Airlines Flight 590 
at Berry Field, the municipal “airport at Nashville, Tennessee. 
He was not met by anyone and appeared to be expecting someone 
to meet him.«@@Mer a period of time when no one appeared, he 
got his luggage and took a taxicab to 1905 Jefferson Street, 
Nashville, Tennessee, the headquarters of the Nashville | 
Christian Leadership Council Student Central Committee, The 
cab driver who transported him advised that[ ^  ]had the 
address when he got in his cab. The driver was unaware of 
the SES of facility located at 1905 Jefferson Street, ' ` 


It will be noted SE ee 
departed Nashville, Tennessee, via Greyhound bus en route to 
Jackson, Mississippi, with another group of freedom riders 
and there was arrested by the Jackson Police Departmen? for . 
violation of a local ordinance. - 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be ` 
distributed outside your agency. 
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Report of: Se SA HUNTER E. HELGESON .7.14 ^ :Ofke NEW ORLEANS. .. `` 


Field Offic File No.: 157-329 — d — d D I Bureau File No.” ` 


The.. PRERDOM RIDE, 1961. | > 
° . Illinois Central Railroad Depot 
.." Jackson, Mississippi T 
Do 6, EROR — js c 
prie da ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED; 
a oi e ` HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED. : HN 
° RACIAL MATTERS; - . .- pure 11-12-2009 BY 0334. ue BAU /SAB/STU. U 
. CIVIL RIGHTS dee ohne UE Ed 


Synopsis . `. 


Character: ` 


Six Freedom Riders, identified in details of E 
. entered Illinois Central: Railroad. Depot, Jackson, Miss., 
. at 10:46 AM, 7/6/61. .All arrested by Jackson PD when. el 
they failed to obey the orders of PD Officer to move on. 
ALL charged with Breach of the Peace. ` No incidents. at 
. time of arrest. All tried in Jackson Municipal Court, 
7/6/61 and, after not guilty pleas, were convicted of — 
- violation S. 2087.5, Mississippi Code. Were ‘sentenced. to e 
4 months in jail and fined $200. Five Freedom Riders. in 
group transferred to MSP, Parchman, Miss., on 7/11/61. I 
One remained in Hinds County Jail, Jackson. One released... 
` op — cash appeal bond. 7/25/61. a 2 E 5 
— — 
` pir 


- 
8 


DETAILS: | | : | 
| Investigation : in this cai S predicatéd ^ 


"upon receipt of information from 
[ — Congress of Racial Equality, Jackson, Mississippi, 
on July 6, 1961. He telephonically advised that in about 


thirty minutes a group of Negro male Freedom Ridérs from 
Jackson would enter the white waiting room.of the Illinois 
Central Railroad Depot at Jackson and attempt ‘to. ene 
train. tickets. 


C = On July 6, 1961, dui re 
Police Department, Jackson, » Mississippi, was te ep onica ly. 
advised of the above information, d 


"This document contains neither recommendations nor 'eonclusions of^ the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and. is loaned to your agency; it and 
I its Contents are not to be distribüted outside. your agency. s A E AN 





DER CURE ee p 5. 


'FD-99g (Rev.H1-25-60). | FEDERAL BUREAU ue. — 
Brus pe esc ee EE aae 


: Dete.- — 


DA. 


y The doXiowiüg — vere: — at i: 
m the rilinois Central. — Pepot, — Mississippi, 
B on Dm 6, 1961: — x 


vs At 10:46 AB, aix — males — the ` 
“main: entrance: of the white waiting i and walked as. 
^2 group approzinatoly- 20 feot i ing room. 
. ' They were approached by Captain Jackson Police . 
` Department, who was observed speaking to then. A short 
- tine later, the six vore escorted from the waiting. Toon 
LE a Police’ patrol wagon eee ‘near: the depot. : 


; — Thero wore no incidente in connection with. 
tte above matter, : I 


ES r 


7/6/61 | Jackson, Hississippi. © `í — ghe 
On t File 2 


by EE dictated - am o 


"This 'document contains neither Weeer te nor "conclusions? of the FBI. It^ is the property of the FBI. “ana. is loaned to I 
Your agency; it and its contents are net to be. distributed outside your agency. 





Tr reta m s 


( ra pennen O, e FEDERAL. BUREAU OF "E I 
a KE Tg 2. : 
. — E 1/12/61 


f SE 


Lë 


f s ET doliowidg 3 was GE at. the illinois. 
Pu Central Railroad Station, 300 West Cápitol Street, : 
—F Jackson, MER TRES pps on July 6, 1961: 


si. At 10: 45 AN, six Negro males. entered: thé 
_ white. waiting room, Illinai$ Central Station, through ` 
the front entrance, They, walked to the benches: ust' 
inside the door, at which time: Captain 
Jackson, ARR SM PPS Police: Department, 
to. novo. on. e repeated. this -connard and est: ii they 
. understood. ore comand, at which time they renained 
ed o then advised them: ‘they were under arrest. 


Ue . The ‘group wag then escorted through the rear. 
entrance o£ the vhite waiting. roon to the police patrol. 
wagon waiting at the taxi loading and unloading ramp. 
‘The six Negroes then entered the patrol wagon and were’ 
Griven away. No- incidents were noted to xd occurred. 


a 
"E 
$ 4 


QU/6/91 ar Jackson, wlastestons reg: | 157-329 


: Date dictated EET 


-This document — neither recommendations nor conclusions: of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI end. ds loaned to 
your agency; a and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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SÉ - 7/12/61 

- Date — 


Captain] Detective Bureau; e 
Jackson, Mississippi, advised that the individuals. 
who; jare set out below were arrested by. Captain 
of the Jackson Police Department, at the - 
. filinois Central Raíiiroad EE Mississippi, 
at 10:45 Ar, July ‘6, 19801. stated that. the group’ 
‘had entere ç ite waiting room and, when ordered; by 
Captain tó. move on, they. refused to. move. ` 
per arrested and charged ‘with Breach of the. Peace. . 
i advised there were no. incidents in connection. 
with these arrests. °°... i Le Get 


furnished. the folloving information. f 
fron Police Department records: Concern Taig the individuals 7 
arrested: g . I : ; — I 


Name: ES 
Jackson PD i 
Residence: 


€ Date of arrest: 7/6/61, Illinois Central Depot, 
| —— Captain n Wackson a 


be oo ., . Police Departnent | 
Charge: ` . Breach of Peace 
. Race: ue 
`. Sex: SS f 
Age: C — 
. Date o£ birth: 
Place of birth: 
Height: D 
Weight: 
Eyes: 
"Hair: 
Complexion: 
- Build: 2E 
. Occupation: 
Marital — 


"Ze A 


at Jackson, Mississippi "File # 187-329 


Date di cfated Mad 000 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions ‘of the FBI. It 4s the Ser of the FBI vand is losned: to ` 
your agency; u and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. e 
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open 
E Mother: i 


“Education: |o. r LAED gr Ee pou — 
Prior arrests: —— ` Arrested nå unty, ‘charge - 
T nma Árrested 7/20/58. charge 
*. o released to Juvenile Authorities. 
zo Dae — 33 
Jackson eme 
! Residence: — 


S “Date” of Luo "Ze 


Charge: sr. E EG a 
Sex: 


et 


Date of birth: T JEUNE Se ei a 
Place of birth: ^ Mississippi + 
Height: Bo LOR Qua Dat ; 
Weight: 
Eyes: 
Hair: cage a 
Conplexion:. Pel a 
28 Build: e 
^... Occupation: - -, 
| Marital status: ds 
2 Father: . wq ug 


— Gba 
Education: ` — 
Prior arrests: p 

f Comments: S DEN ME. 
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Name: 


Date of. arrest: 7/6/81, Illinois Central Depot, UM 
f — | by. Captain jJackson  - 


- Date of arresti. 21, lilinois Contral.Depov, 


Charge: ` E . Breach of Peace 





b6 
bi 


Jackson en e 
Residence: p nS 





: Kb Police Department ` 

Charge: .. Breach of Peace : 

Race: ^. 

Sex: 

Age: Ge A 

Date of birth: . 

Place of hireh 

Height: 

Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair:. ._. 

Complexion: U 

Build: >- = =.. 

Occupation: Seier SE Vocational, 
n — — Baan? 


Mississippi 








Marital status: | 

Father: ` 

Mother: $ * 

Education: E . ," High. school an ne year colloge 
 Wississippi vocational, Itta Bena, 


Name: ` 
Jackson PD 6: 
Residence: I 





: ER ——, — E 
Police Depa Es x» S 





Race: 
Age: 


di i unes oro ——— — 


Ho 157-329 


.Date of birth: 
Place of birth 
Height:. | `. U: 
Weight: 

Eyes:  . 

Hair: ` 
Complexion: 
Build: i P 
Occupation: ^ ` 


' Marital status: | 
Father: : 





Mother: 


Education: ^ .  .X10th grade, Brinkley High 2 A 

Prior arrests:. ‘Arrested Hinds County — I 
i «Pl Pee s no date listed. rested 
‘Jackson Police Department, 211/23/59- 





Scars: 


Name: erm 
Jackson PD £:. 
Residence: : 


` Date of arrest: ` £e 6/61, Illinois Contral Depot, 
I by Captain| Bee 
Do E — Police Departnent ` we" a DIEN 
. Charge: | ^ . ., = Breach of Peace - | 
Hace: EE 





. Sext ERN EE 
Birth data: «^. ` 





'5.. Place of birth: Mississippt: 
: . Height: I . ee 
Weight: SP 
— Reese: — — 
Baire o i o 
Complexion: i oi a S 
7^ Occupation; e — Brinkley High,. Jackson, ` 


t Marital statusi; 
S I Father 3* š s 


— 


Education: ` - — 
prior arrests: 


e Ser 


— Name: E As 
. *. Jackson ebe 
| Residence:. H 
Date of arrest: "2 
Race: 
Sex: —. ` J 
Date of birth: - 
Place of birth: 
Height: . ^ . 
Weight: | 
Eyes: 
Hair: |... 
Complexion: 
‘Build: `. 
Occupation: : 
Father: 


Mother; 





" 
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!. .Rducátion; 
| Prior árrests: 
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E SE E Rae ee: 


Date 


: — — Detective Buroau, 
. police Department, Ja Son, Mississippi, advised that 
. the following individuals were tried in Jackson eiss) 
: Court, pin Mississippi, on. July 7, 1991: l J 


“3 stated that all of the. uboye ‘dine 

: dividüals vere tried for violation ef Section 2087.5, 
Mississippi Code. All enter pleas of not guilty f 

.. through their attorney] ^ ^  j|Jackson. All de 

.feondants vere convicted and: — nonths  . 

. dm jail and fined $200. According t ail. of tho. 


‘defendants were transferred. te ZS Binds County, Jail, 
o n. cor n v LA. n 


e 2 e there were no Aneidonto . — 
during the course of the Apare trial. — 


o 7/179 jackson, Hississipp Me ve ened 187-390. 


B ay LÀ $ sae. AUS S) — ! — Date dictated 7 3 el 


Thís document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions ‘of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI: ;and is ; loaned to 
` Your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. I 
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— | On Jàly: 11, 1961, Sheriff J. ` ROBERT ! GILFOY, 

- Winds County. Jackson, Mississippi, advised that the following 
' Freedom Rider prisoners were transferred from the Hinds County 
. Jail, Jackson, Mississippi, to the Mississippi State Peni- l 

tentiary, Parchman, Mississippi, on July 11, Asi: . : 





RH GILFOY advised that wou 
be kept in peter at the Hinds County Jail, Jackson, ` because... 


be was — yoars of age. 


| / . On July 26, ups Hinds 
SÉ heriff's Office, Jackson; “Mississippi, advised that ` 
cns ne it released'on #500 cash appeal bond the `` 
-night of July 25, 1961. 0. l 7. 


— 
m f 
e 0 
a 


-13*- 


8/16/61 


Transiit che following in 
(wype in plain text or code) 


AIRTEL AIR MATL 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 


_-SAC, HOUSTON (44-726) 
E a he ODER SA Sua 


Houston teletype to the Bureau, 3/15/61. 


Snelosed for the Bureau are ten copies of a 
letterhead memorandum bearing the captions "PROGRESSIVE 
YOUTH ASSOCIATION, CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY." This 
dual caption was used becauso the activities reported on 
constituted a joint operation of these two SE 
— jo copies of this imemorandum are being furnished 

iss to' the Los Angeles Office, 


One copy of this memorandum is being disseminated 


to CIC, U.s 8. Army, Houston, Texas. 


CL FILED 


The confidential source mentioned on page one 


che —— memorancum is 
— y — CY 
x £ she 


© j Buxreau (Enc. AOR l Ww 
(1 - 157-6-19-PYA) = 


2 - Los Angeles (157-367) (Enc. 2) (Rit) REC. 31/5* fz 387 — Gag 
6 - Houston ye th 4 iru "n 


.A2 - 44-786 - FREEBUS) 
(1 7 157-151 - CORE) | «AUG iT E 
3 e - 157-179 - PYA) 
e 2, (1 - 80-284 - Disseniratioa File) 
(1 - 62-1364 sub 4. - mer Matters) 
Agency / Ed dt 3. 


Y 
J 


EN 
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COPY AND COPY oF 


- 
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The indices of the Houston Office contain no 
xeferences to the eleven California residents arrested in 
connection with this matter other than information set out 
in Los Angeles teletype to the Bureau, 6:35 PH, 9/9/61. 
Houston files reflect the seven Houston Negroes who were 
arrested with the California group are all mexbers of the 
Progressive Youth Association and have been active in PYA 
sit-in demonstrations seeking to integrate various Houston 
restaurants, including the one at Union Station. Houston 
indices contain no other references identifiable with 
these seven individuals. 


LEADS 
è 
LOS ANGELES: 
b2 
AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: — 


Los Angeles is requested to review office files 
pertaining to the eleven indivicuals from the Los Angeles 
area inentioned in the accompanying memorandum, and to sub=- 
mit_a letterhead memorandun including information furnished 
by and other pertinent information of a subversive 
nature pertaining to the eleven individuals. 


HOUSTON: 


AT HOUSTON, TEXAS: 


Will maintain contact with established sources and 
advise the Bureau and interested offices of pertinent 
developments in this matter. 





ei 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ` 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to Houston, Tcxas 


File Na. 


" Áugust 16, 1961 
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PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ASSOCIATION, INC. 
CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY 


On August 9, 1961, a confidential source who has 

furnished reliable information inthe past advised that a 

group of twelve , Exeedom Riders" sponsored by the Congress 

of Racial Equality had arranged to depart from Los Angeles, 
California, at 9700 PM on August 9, 1961, via Southern 

Pacific Railroad en route Houston, Texas. Source stated 

this group would be traveling on Coach Car Number 205. 

Source stated the announced intention of this group was to 

test the segregation laws at Houston, Texas. The group 
was scheduled to arrive at Houston, Texas, at approximately b6 . 
9:20 AM on August 11, 1961. x b7c 


On August 11, 1961, petectivel  këectai 


Investigator for Office of Chief of Police, Houston, Texas, 
advised that the above Southern Pacific train actuall 

arrived at Houston, TexaS, at 9:55 AM on that — — 
reported a group of Six individuals met this train and he 
was able to identify these individuals as members of the 
Progressive Youth Association (PYA), a group which has been 
very active in recent months in Houston, Texas, Bass pointed 
out the PYA has staged a number of sit-in demonstrations at 
various restaurants in Houston, including the Union Station 
Restaurant where several of them were previously arrested. 
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This document Contains SE recommendations nor conclusions 
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RE: PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ASSOCIATION, INC. 
CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY. 


t 


[ —— |celateá a group of approximately twelve 
individuals were observed to disembark from Coach Munber 
205 om this train and they were varmly emb:a:scd by the 
Houston, Texas, group mentioned above.[__— stated the 
group arriving on this train consisted of individuals of 
both sexes and of both the white and Negro races, and they 
appeared to be between 18 and 25 years of age. 


On August 121, m[ —— — — ——— ]rnvestigator, 


Texas Department of Public Safety. (DPS),, advised the above 
group had been observed to arrive at the Southern Pacific 
Railway Station in Houston and that they were met by a group 
of individuals wien be identifica as members of the PYA at 
Houston stated he talked to the conductor of this 
train and to several passengers, all of whom were aware of 
the identities of this group as a group of California 
"Freedom Riders." The conductor and several passengers 
reported to that the "Freedom Riders" were very 
loud and boastful during the trip: from California to Texas 
and they walked throughout this train telling the other 
passengers they were going to HouSton, Texas, and that they 
would "break the Union Station restaurant at Houston wide 
open." . i 


Detective ^ ]uentionea above, pointed out on 
— August 11, 1961, that there were no eating facilities at 
the Southern Pacific Railroad Station at Houston. 
was able to determine the California group, after leaving 
the train at the Southern Pacific Station, entered several 
private automobiles provided by the Houston PYA members  - 
and the entire party then left this station.[ ^  ]iearnea E 
that this entire group went directly to the offices of 7, 7i 
ton Attorneys S 
| who regularly furñish legal assistance and guidance 
to members of the PYA at Houston. Stated this group 
Spent approximately one hour in the offices of these 
attorneys, and that several meibers of the group later 
visited the offices of the PYA located in the 2200 block 
of Dowling Street. | | 
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RE: PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ASSOCIATION, INC. 
CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY | 


mentioned above, advised on 
August 11, 1961, that three members of the above group, 
including two Negro members of the PYA at Houston, pro- 
ceeded to the Union Station at 11:55 AM on August ll, 
1961, and purchased seven one way tickets for travel by 
Missouri Pacific Railroad from Houston, Texas, to DeQuincy, 
Louisiana. Was informed that these were the cheapest 
tickets which could be — at Houston, Texas, for 
interstate rail travel. 


Detective[ |mentionea above, advised on 
August 11, 1961, that a group of Megro and white persons 
arrived at the Union Station at 1:48 PM on August 11, 
1961, and entered the restaurant at the Union Station 
where they took seats|[ ^ ^  ]statea there was considerable 
confusion resulting from various menibers of this group 
entering and leaving the restaurant to make purchases in 
the lobby, but it appeared to him that this group con- 
sisted of approximately twelve "Freedom Riders" from 
California and four or more individuals from Houston 
who were menbers of the PpYA._ Btated tha 

of the Union Station Restaurant, declined 

to serve this group and requested’ that they leave. When 
this group refused to leave the etae — cec 
the restaurant and announced he vas going to the Houston 
Police Department and attempt to obtain arrest warrants. 


a E above, reported on 

August 11, 1961, that later returned to this 

restaurant and stated he had been: unable to obtain arrest 
warrants through the Houston Police Department or the 
Corporation Court but that he had: proceeded to the Harris 

County Court House and had obtained warrants from the ^ ow 
office of a Justice of the Peace,'charging the sit-in 


demonstrators with unlawful assenubly. 


[— — —— —  — —  lxeperteà two uniforued police 
officers arrived at this restaurant at approximately 3:00 PM 
on August 11, 1961, and talked briefly with each of the 
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RE: PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ASSOCIATION, INC. 
CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY: 


é 


sit-in demonstrators, obtaining their identities, and 
observed railway tickets in their possession. All of 
these demonstrators were then placed under arrest, were 
escorted to police vehicles and Left the Union Station 
at approximately 3:35 PM. 


[state that during the entire 

time this group of demonstrators was in the Union Station 
there appeared to be no threat of violence or any distur- 
bance of any sort and the activities in the station appeared 
to be normal for that time of day. The arrested persons left 
the station quietly but began singing as they. were driven 
away from the station. | 


On August 12, 1961, Detective| ^ |reportea 
that an examination of Identification Bureau records at the 
Houston Police Department on August 12, 1961, disclosed 
that a total of 18 persons were actually arrested at Union 
Station, Houston, Texas, on August 11, 1961. He stated 
that cleven of these individuals were "Freedom Riders" 
from California and seven were Houston members of the PYA. 

pointed out the seven railway tickets which had been 
purchased for travel between Houston and DeQuincy, Louisiana, 
mentioned above, were apparently for use of the seven 
Houston members of this group inasmuch as the travelers from 
California reportedly held rerum) tickets from Houston to 
Los Angeles. 

On August 12, 1961, Harris County Assistant Chief 
Deputy Sheriff[ ]|confirmed that the above group 
of 18 individuals had been brought to the Harris County 
Jail after having been initially processed at the Houston, 
Texas, Police Department] stated that all members 
of the above group remained in jail and declined to seek -~~ 
release on Belice tated the date of the trial of 
these individuals had not — n announced. 


The following identifying information concerning 
the 18 individuals arrested on August 11, 1961, was fur- 


t 


nished by Detective[ ` ron à review of the records 








RE: PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ASSOCIATION, INC. 
CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY | 


. Í 
of the Identification Division, Houston Police Department, 
on August 12, 1961, and August 15, 1961. Bass stated that 
each of these individuals was arrested on a charge of 
unlawful assembly: { 


i 
f 
| 











Robert a Ke Se H Z¿ 22: a. . 


White malo |. | |  — 


Sh 
Born January 28, 1938, aL 
New York,. New York, AG : 
Residence 2734 .Haste, X Se 


Berkeley, California 





Mississippi . 
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Now York 
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RE: PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ASSOCIATION, INC. 
CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY 





` 
Robert tarl göres 
Negro male j | 
Born January 19, 1930, 
Chappel Hill, Toxas 
Residence 2520 Staples, | 


Houston, Texas i 





RE: PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ASSOCIATION, INC. 
"CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY | 
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— 
E out that a review of the above data 


disclosed the California group consisted of four white malos, 
three white females, three Negro males, and one Negro female, 
while the Houston group consisted: of four Negro males and 
three Negro females. He stated that all members of the 
Houston group had been identified previously through their 
activities as members of PYA. i 


f 
t 


On August 12, 1961, an article appeared in "The 
Houston Post" captioned "Eleven Freedom Riders Arrested at 
Station," This article identified the spokesman for the 
California group as Robert Kaufnan, 23, of Berkeley, Califor- 
nia. Kaufman was reported to have Stated his group was 
Sponsored by the Congress of Racial Equality and the activities 
of his group were "a definite attempt to test integration in 
Houston." Kaufman stated his California group held round trip 
tickets from Los Angeles to Houston and return. This article 
further reported that all 18 of these arrested persons. went 
to jail rather than post bonds of $500.00 each. Kaufman 
Stated that his group would not post bonds and would serve 
out any sentence. All of the demonstrators were identified 
in this article as students. Kaufman related that his group 
had visited the PYA before going to the Union Station 
restaurant. : 


The above article further reported that two wecks 
previously Mayor Lewis Cutrer of Houston had met with Negro ~~ 
attorneys and announced that no legitimate travelers would 
be arrested in the Union Station Restaurant unless warrants 
were sworn out against them This article reported that 


the Houston City Attorney had held that the restaurant 





e 


RE: PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ASSOCIATION, INC. 
CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY . 


could not legally refuse Service to any interstate travoler. 
This article also reported Assis: tant Police Chief 

had stated that his officers were only executing 
warrants in arresting the above travelers and that the 
police department at Houston would not file charges on 
people in interstate travel, 


On August 14, 1961, “The Houston Post" carried 
an article captioned "Four Riders Out on Bond After Fight." 
This article reported that four white California "Freedom 
Riders" who were part of the 18 persons arrested for Unlaw- 
ful Assembly on August 11, 1961, were released on bond from 
Harris County Jail on the evening, of August 13, 1961. These 
four individuals stated they had been beaten by other jail 
prisoners and desired their. release to prevent further 
beatings. i 


* 


This article reported the "Freedom Riders" were 


visited at the jail on August 13, 1961, by George Washington, 


Jr., one of their attornoys. Aft er learning of the alleged 
beatings, Washington arranged for bonds of $500.00 cach to 
be posted for the following four individuals: 

Robert Kaufman, 23, Berkeley, California, described 
as the spokesman for the group; Steven E, McNichols, 22, Los 
Angeles, California; Joseph M. Stevenson, 18, Hollywood, 
California; and Stephen H. Sanfield, 24, Hollywood, California. 

This article pointed out the four who were released 
on bond were the only white men in the group from California. 
It was reported that none of the 14 persons who remained in 
jail had complained of trouble with other prisoners. The 
three white women from California reportedly stated that 
they had been treated well. : 

5 

This article further reported that Captain We Le 
Bond, Jailer, had observed a cut on Kaufman's head and was 
advised by Kaufman this had resulted from a fall against a 
table. Kaufman acknowledged that he had made this explana-~ 
tion to the jailer. 
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RE: PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ASSOCIATION, INC. 

CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY. 


On August 14, 1961, Detective] | specia 
Investigator for Office of Chief of Police, Houston, Texas, 
Stated that no date for the trial of persons arrested in 
connection with this matter had been set, but that the 
Harris County Courts were very crowded and he expected 
there would be an appreciable delay before they were 
tried. 

t 
On August 15, 1961, “The Houston Post" carried 
an article captioned "Two Sides Agree Case of Four Freedom 
Riders Closed." This article reported that Attorncy Gcorge 
Washington, Jr., had agreed with officers of the Sheriff's 
Department on August 14, 1961, that the alleged beating of 
four California "Freedom Riders" in the County Jail was a 
closed case. Washington reportedly made inquirics among 
the 14 remaining prisoners in the jail on Monday, August 14, 
1961, and stated none of these individuals had any complaints. 
Washington was quoted as follows: "We are not disturbed and 
we are not trying to embarrass the Sheriff's office., So far 
as I am concerned. the incident is closed." 


This article further reported that District Attorney ` 
Prank Briscoe stated his office was checking on the legality 
of the Californians' arrest for unlawful assembly. Briscoe 
Stated he expected to know within about three days whether 
the charges could be prosecuted. 


t 
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FAR RE: Houston airtel to Bureau dated 8-12-61, 
ci The "Houston Post" newspaper, dated 8-14-61, carried 


an article captioned "Four Riders Out On Bond After Fight.” 
This article reported that four white California "Freedom 
Riders", who were part of the 18 persons arrested for 
Unlawful Assembly on 8-11-61, were released on bond from 
Harris County Jail on Sunday night, 8-13-61. These four 
individuals stated they had been beaten by other jail 
priSoners and desired their-release to prevent further 
beatings. ; UM f : 
This article reported.the "FreedomRi 
were visited at the jail on 8-13-61, ,by GEORGHXWASHINGTON, 
JR,, one of their attorneys, After learning of 
“beatings , WASHINGIN arranged for bonds of $500 each 
posted for. the following four individuals: ` 


B. APPROX, / I 4” 





o be 


ROBERTAKAUFMAN,/ 23, Berkley, California, described J 
as the spokesman frNhe group; STEVEN Coen ORG" el cde 
XL T : B. te i y Pd 6^ 
"TS gurenu (AM) QUEE IE cf us 
2-Los Angeles at E 
l-New Orleans (INFO)(AM) .. 
2-Houston ; I 
ED/md. 


66AUG 281961. o — oS, AUC 16 " 





B um 
e 6* snc —— — — a 
Approved: Sent Per 





Special Agent in Charge 





HO 44~786 


! Së 2 
Los Angeles, California; JOS ~\STEVENSON, 18 —— 


california; and STEPHEN H — eh, Hollywood, california. 
zog. APPR i 
This article pointed. out the four who. ‘were i 
releasedon bond were the only white men in the group from 
California, It was,geported that none of the 14 persons who 
remained in Jail HË 'ained of trouble with other prisoners. 
The three white wome Eh California reportedly stated that 
they had been treated well. = `ù . 


. . This article further reported that Captain W. L. 

BOND, Jailer, had, eyed a cut on KAUFMAN's head and was 

advised by KAUFMA ganad resulted from a fall against a 
| table. KAUFMAN aTNENEEOCOEed that he had made this explanation 

to the jailer. I ; š GQ Rer e se 


on 8-14-61, Detectivd ^ ]speeiai Investigator 
.for office of Chief of | Police, Houston, Texas, Stated that no ` 
date for the trial of persons arrested in connection with 
this matter had been set, but that the Harris County Courts 


_ were very crowded and he expected there would be an appreciable 


delay before they were tried. 


The Bureau and. interested offices via. be kept 
advised of further developments. I 
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NEW YORK VIA WASHINGTON 
x 
FROM SAC RICHMOND /157-231/ 1P S 
e Leg — a 
FREEBUS, RM. RE MYTEL AUGUST SIXTEEN INSTANT. CHARTERED ` 
2T 
GREYHOUND BUS NUMBER SIX EIGHT FIVE TWO ARRIVED HARRISONBURG, 
VA.. THREE P.M., DST TODAY AND DEPARTED FOUR THIRTY, 
Zi x = — 
ENROUTE WASHINGTON, D.C. FREEDOM RIDERS SERVED. hed 
HOUND FACILITIES, HARRISONBURG, VA., WITHOUT INCIDENT. NO. ve Ze 
OTHER INCIDENTS HARRISONBURG, VA. SE een 
EE ee | COPIES WFR 


7-10 PM OK We SS d RELAYED Lie | 
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FROM: SAC, NEW HAVEN - . 57-263) 
SUBJECT: FREEBUS I 








Re Newark airtel to the Bureau, dated August 3, 1961, Contains 
ing letterhead memorandum. ; 












Enclosed are eight copies for the Bureau, two copies for New 
Orleans and one information copy for Newark of a letterhead 


memorandum. One copy is ark for information 
in view of the fact that revio : 
employed by the Westfield, New Jersey, 


It is noted that the Cromwell City Directory, Cromwell, Conn-. 
ecticut, and the Credit Bureau_of Central Connecticut, Meriden, 
Connecticut, reflect the nane[ jas having an "E" on the end 
of it. — 





Newark indices reflect no information identifiable with| | | 
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E Š dan! _ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | 
In Reply, Please Refer to I : en e New Haven 10, Connecticut. 
File No. ` Fist EN P gr 
August 9,. 1961 EAE 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED "guis equ = — 


HEREIN I3 UNCLASSIFIED ee ce es 
; DATE, L1- -12 -2009 BY 60324 UC BAU/SAB/ STW - 














‘RE  FREEDOM. RIDE; jeet n 
' GREYHOUND . BUS : d 
NASHVILLE,’ “TENNESSEE ` 
TO. JACKSON; Zeene, 
: JULY St, 1960 


à 


On August 9, — — Credit Bureau. 
of Central Connect — Me onnectficut, advised 
that her records eu M 
who ‘reside at 
—7 U — Connecticut” They previous 
L— 


in Hartford,. Co Eassticut.. 


pelo Jl 
eee ee ee Connecticut. - - 


daughter was born to| —— — 1 b. 
and another daughter: on — — — — D 


have been known in the credit files 
an a eir credit ‘rating is. very good... SH 


advised a 


Connecticut, is a graduate of Middlet 
onnecticut, 


e l 
D= and was previously employed as CHEN 
BEE — 


was a freshman at Syracuse University, Syracuse, New York. 


She stated this is the only information. available o 
pna there is no credit rating.  . — 


`.. On August 9, d E 
_ cation Division, Connecticut State Police, Hartford, Conn-. . - 


ZNG EE J ga. 





E identifiàble 
| The: 'Conn-. 


‘this docusent. contains ‘neither "Tecomsendations- nor- een 


` clusions of the FBI. t is the. ‘property of the: FBI ss 
“is loaned to your. agency; it and its contents. are, met. —— 
d ` to be distributed outside — MONS 





e OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 “ere 


4- 5010-104 


vue 





TO 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED š f° 





HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


DATE ll-1z-z009 BY 50324 UC BAW/SAB/ZTW 


JS pareados — 8) SS/- ZLI 7 33X 


HJS/mec 
(4) A REL 
E dosis = Pb tthe platted 
A Req. Rec’d ... — 
Hi Date Forw. —— oe — 
enge How Forw. Rm 


yx Guo x 
C hue 
Core Eu AUG 


we UNITGD STATES — E é 


emorandum 






° 3 


DIRECTOR, FBI August 9, 1961 


DATE: 
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SAC, NEW HAVEN (149-42) 
s J b7C 


FREEDOM RIDE, 1961, GREYHOUND BUS, 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, TO. JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI, JULY 16, 1961 

RM; CR 





Cr go Aet y, — s dose 


Re: New Orleans airté to e Bureau dated 7/ 





There is enclosed herewith eight copies of a letter- 
head memorandum for the Bureau and one copy for the 


New Or ffice reflecting investigation conducted 
by SA at Bridgeport, Connecticut. 

The New Haven indices contain ip: information gentle: 
able with 


-RUC- 


ND 
fur? 


1-New Orleans (Enc. 1) —— EE 
l-New Haven ` eee , o 






By ' Z= EE 
E wt — 


Ch 


"e STATES DEPARTMENT KE? 
l ‘FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ` 


In Reply, Please Refor 1o ` New Haven 10, Connecticut P E I 
File No. : sn 9, 1961 ' i P 
ALL THFÜRMATION CONTAINED — 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE LI: Je" "2009 PY 60324 Uc d SAB. zem ` 





FREEDOM RIDE, 1961, GREYHOUND . 
BUS, ‘NASHVILLE. TENNESSEE, TO 
JACKSON ,. MISSISSIPPI,. “JULY. 16, 
F er .1961 — 

Det MATTERS ; “CIVIL RIGHTS 


On July: 26, 1961, University. 
of Bridgeport 285 Park AWenue, Bridgeport, Connecticut, 
. advised that enrolled in the fall, of. 
.1959, completed one semesteA, and withdrew during the. second 
semester. without reason sometime: during the spring..of .1960.. 
The exact dates of enrollment or. ‘withdrawal were hot reflected 
in these. records. — 


At the time he enrolled, 


E nce was listed as 
l New York. — 


On July 26, 1961| id Bridgeport Credit. 
Rating Bureau, 177 State Street, ' Bridgeport, Connecticut, 


^. advised that a search of her files failed to reflect.an — i 
; information identifiable. Ze, I 
On. July 31, 1961, office! Bridgeport, 


Connecticut, Police Department, advised that a search of his 
files failed to reflect. any information. identifiable SAM 


This document éontains either. Pocommedastions nor ‘conclusions. 
. of. the: FBI. It is the property of the FBI. and is “loaned. to: 
your agency; it and its. contents | are: not. to. be. distributed: 
| outside your agency: i ; : 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Reporting Office Office of Origin Date - : Investigative Period ` 


NEW ORLEANS NEW ORLEANS 8/9/61 | 7/5 - 26/61 








TITLE OF CASE - 


"7" SÉ HUNTER E. HELGESON 


FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 I CHARACTER OF CASE 
Trailways Bus Terminal I 

Jackson, Mississippi, "E NK 

July 5, 1961 RM; CR 





REFERENCES 
⸗ New Orleans phone call to Bureau, 7/5/01. 
New Orleans teletype to Puree, Tey 

SC 
LEADS 
NEW ORLEANS DIVISION | _ 


S 


AT JACKSON MISSISSIPPI 





ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED - 
DATE ll-1z-züü09 BY 60324 UC. BAW/SAB/ STW 


Will report disposition of convicted Freedom Riders 
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Copies made: 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 
ET additional copy of this port is J— 
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| 9 A i 
got UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J ICE g 
=s FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION y 
Copy to: 
— SA HUNTER E. HELGESON . Ofic: NEW ORLEANS 
— 8/9/61 J | 
Field Office FileNo: 157.325 | | ` Bureau File Nos 
FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
Trailways Bus Terminai 
Jackson, Mississippi, 
July 5, 1961 : 
: ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
Character: HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
RACIAL MATTERS; DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60224 UC BAW/SAB/STU 
CIVIL RIGHTS : 
Three Freedom Riders, identified in details in report, 
entered Trailways Bus Terminal, Jackson, Miss., at 2:00 PM, 
7/5/61. All arrested by Jackson PD when they failed to 
obey the orders of Jackson PD Officer to move on. All 
charged with Breach of the Peace. No incidents at time of 
arrest. All tried in Jackson Municipal Court, 7/7/61 and, 
after NG pleas, were convicted of violation of S. 2087.5, 
Mississippi Code. Were sentenced to 4 months in jail and 
fined $200. All transferred to MSP, Parchman, Miss., on 
7/11/61. One released on $500 cash appeal bond 7/25/61. 
- P : i b6 
b7C 


DETAILS: 


Investigation in this case was predicated upon 
receipt of information from Jackson 
non-Violent Movement, Jackson, Mississippi, on July 5, 1961. 
She advised that in about ten minutes three Negro male 
Freedom Riders from Jackson would enter the white waiting 
room of tbe Trailways Bus Terminal at Jackson and attempt 
to purchase bus tickets. 


The above information was telephonically furnished 
to Captain[ ^ |] Police Department, Jackson, Mississippi. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 


its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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— ee ' A 


Date 


Chief of ‘Detectives M. B. PIERCE, Police. 
‘Department, Jackson, Mississippi, advised that at 
2:00 PH, July 5, 1961, three Negro males entered the. ^ — 
front door of the white waiting room of the Trailways SR 
`. Bus Terminal. Captain[ — the Police De- 
partment, who was at the terminal, approached the three 
individuals and ordered them to move on. They told hin 
they intended to purchase bus tickets. Captain f 
again ordered them to move on / and, when they reZusod "` 
- to do so, he placed them under. arrest on a charge of: — 
Breach of the Peace. They were escorted to.a petro um 
. car,brought to the- City Jails. and booked... : I e ers : 


PIERCE advised. thefe were no. incidents. nm ` 
EE OR with the above arrests. 


l PIERCE furnished ‘the following EE nate, 
concerning those arrested fron Police Department records: ` 


Name: 3 
Jackson BD #: 
Residence: 


Date. of arrést: . 
_ Charges. a 

Race: - ` 

Sext | 

Age: 2 
Date of birth: . e 

Place of birth: ` 

Height: 

Weight: 

Byes:. 

Hair: 

Complexion: ` 

Build: f 

Occupation:  . - 

Marital Status. 
Father: eil 


“Mother E 


7/5/61 f Jackson, Mississippi 1 “7467-828 


On — at — —— — v — File 


SA HUNTER 5. HELGBSON/eah am 


by Date di ctated 


This document contains neither recommendations nor. conciusions of the FBI. It ds the property of the FBI’ vend is loaned tò- 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your. agency. * 





NO 157-325 


Education: 


^ Prior arrests: 
Comments: 


* 


Name: 
Jackson PD e: 


. Residence:. 


Date ofsrrest: 


Ric 
Bex: 
Age: 


Date of birth: 


Place of birth: 
Height: 

Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 


Complexion: '" 


Build: 
Occupation: 


Marital status: | 


Father: 


Mother: 
Bducation: 


Prior arrests: 


lith grade% | ^. 
None admitted . Ñ 
Member oi SACH © 


i oi. the Peace 


ississippi 


- 


th grade. 


dackson PD 
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Name: 5 000 577 Pius 
. Jackson PD dil I B 
Residenes 


; Date of arrest: " ^ 7/5/61 (2:10 PM) 
Charge: =... |: ` _ Breach of the Peace 
I Race: , 5. éi : m . 
Sex: | . 
. Age: E uw 
s Str . Date of birth: ^ . 
Eur tt il Place of birth. — 
Height: — 
Weight: 
Eyes: . MP 
Hair: bey d Pu x 
Complexion: ° 3 EE EEN 
Occupation: rr Boden nier High School 
Marital status: +. 
Father: | E 





oppe ve 


Mother:. eo 3 tu 

Education: . =: llth grade 

Prior arrests: . None admitted; however; PDrecons 
E pr as n = reflect Jackson PD, arrest 
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| 4/19/61 


Date 


Cap ——— Bureau, 
Police Department, Jackson, ssissippi, advised 
the following individuals were tried in Jackson > NE 
Hunicipal ne dackson, ss. on aty. 7, 


1984. : 


stated that'all of the above šm= ` ` 
dividuals were tried for violation of Section 2087.95, 
Mississippi Code. noy etna of not guilty 
. through their attorney Jackson. All. 
' defendants were convicted and sentenc ur months 
in jail and fined ¢200. According to all of 


the above defendants were transferred to the Hinds 
County Jail, Jackson, Mississippi. 


advised there were no incidents ` 
durinr. the course of the trial. 





On 7/7/01 „Jackson, CR Ed l # 157-325 


by SA MUNTER R. NBIGESOW/oah > De dictated p anasa 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions oi the FBI. it is the draperii of the Fer sand | is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. š : 





NO 157-325 


f ' On July 11, .1961, . Sheriff J. ROBERT GILFOY, 
Hinds County, Jackson, Mississippi, advised that the followhg | 
individuals, confined to the Hinds: County Jail, Jackson, ` 
Missi ssippi, were transferred. to Mississippi State Penitentiary, 
Perehman, EE on July. 11, 1961: . , 


On July 26, deu]. botes Hinds . 
County Sheriff's Office, Jackson, Mississippi, advised that  ] 
as released on T cash appeal bond on the night 


of TEES 25, 1961. 
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` Trotter —— 

, : Pe e 3 Tele, Room... — 
uos Z ë X ea ur Le zB 4 (08,5 f i Mr. Ingram? 
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URGENT //8-20-61 ^ 4-08 PM CST LM 
RECTOR, FBI 

OM SAC NEW ORLEANS /157-264/ 1P 

/ FREEBUS, FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY AS OF FOUR PM, AUG. TWENTY. 

NO FR ARRESTED OR RELEASED SINCE EICHT NINETEENTH SUMMARY, 


POTATO On WO NINE SEVEN. RELEASED ON BOND TWO THREE. 


SIX. PAID FINE FOUR. RELEASED TO ATTORNEY ONE. RELEASED 

ON PRO KBE RELEASED AS CHARGES DISMISSED ONE. RE- 
weg ee waite 

LEASED ON EXPIRATION SENTENCE ONE, NET IN CUSTODY FIFTY. ALL 

FR PRISONERS EATINC AT HINDS EE AND JACK gON CITY e 


END AND ACK PLS P — s — 7* 97 


de "og: 
nm $05 PN OK d WA BIREC- 46 | 
TU DISCV €X. = 102 












































































T o hy a sy E b7C EE 
P ] SA y. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE lz, Belmont | 
NUM a w COMMUNICATIONS SECH ` a i| Me More 07 
ATES 195] < / i| Mz. Cellzhem |. 
4 iM AUG 18 195 —8 3} Mir. Conrad. 
V D. Mr. Der, 
, Si ° o2ch. 
TELEIYRE 7 Mr, Evaps 
ALL INFORMATION- CONTAINED , —* 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED f Pa 
DATE ll-12/2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STW | Mr. Tav. 
URGE 8-18-61 7-09 PM C | ren, Trotter 


Tele. Room 
Mr. Ingram... 


— — 







DIRECTOR, FBI 





FROM SAC, HOUSTON /44-786/ 
PPAR Ca. 

(OFREEBUS, | HARRIS COUNTY SHERIFF- S OFFICE ADVISED TWO ZERO 
FIVE PM THIS DATE APPROXIMATELY TEN NEGROES IDENTIFIED AS 
MEMBERS OF PROGRESSIVE YOUTH ASSOCIATION AND BELIEVED TO 
BE STUDENTS AT TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY APPEARED AT HARRIS 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE AND BEGAN PICKETING. GROUP CARRIED SIGNS 
STATING QUOTE FRANK BRISCOE DOES NOT KNOW LAW, AND ICC 
LAWYERS DO, END QUOTE. THIS APPARENTLY RELATED TO ANNOUNCE- 
MENT BY STATE DISTRICT ATTORNEY FRANK BRISCOE, PREVIOUSLY 
REPORTED, THAT HE WOULD ANNOUNCE DECISION AUGUST EIGHTEENTH 
INSTANT REGARDING POSSIBLE PROSECUTION OF QUOTE FREEDOM 
RIDERS END QUOTE NOW IN HARRIS COUNTY JAIL. PICKETS 
REMAINED ONLY TWENTY MINUTES AND LEFT WITHOUT DISTURBANCE. 

AS PICKETS LEFT THEY WERE RECIPIENTS OF JEERS FROM JAIL 


fa^ 
inmates oo HOYT WINDOWS OF COUNTY JAIL. DECISION OF 
Saep H REC. 99 /$7-587 3 c 
DA BRISCOE NOT ANNOUNCED, CIC AND HOUSTON POLICE af 2 


ADVISED AM. i .. AU6 28 1961 
E M d 


ce 
— — no 


DEPAR MENTINERE ADVISED, LA 


END AND ACK PLS — "opes 
Tr SP ! — 


Ge 


TU DISC Lp NR. pi [ 
i 6^ ya!) 
oc[ | oon 


/ 


\ 


WA 9-13 PM OK FBI WA RAG 4S 
sad, 





airtel 


ju — 
" To: SAC, Houston (44-786) 


From: ^ Director, FBI /$ SCH zz, Q: 


REC- 29 "M ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
FREESUS - 7 s o 5 HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
e DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 Uc BAT/SAB /STI 


Reurtel 8-18-61. 


' Furnish pertinent ET contained in retel in 
letterhead memorandum form suitable for dissemination. ` 


T g. 


NOTE: 


Négroes believed to be students at Texas Southern 
University picketed Harris County Courthouse 8-18-61 concerning 
possible prosecution of "Freedom Riders" presently in Harris .. 
County Jail. 


Tolson 
Belmont 
Mohr 


Callahan 
— ‘AUG 2 1 ep 
Evans x : COMM- FB 


Malone 
Rosen 
Sullivan D 
— SO 
5 Wës 95 vie] E UNIT Ü | 


Tele. Room 





Mts Mohr 
Mr. Callahan 

| Mx Conrad.. 

Mr. DeLoach 

| Mr. Evans 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF 1 


4 aoe | — 
on | t Bit. Polo 
"IDLRA. BUREAU Uf A WA ! (Ve, idenaont | 
p B 


‘| Mr. "Trottez 
;| Tele. Boom. 


Mr. Ingram... 
Miss Goudy. 





ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STW 
71 / 


L4 


£^ 





URGENT 8-21-61 

DIRECTOR, FBI 
^ FROM SAC, NEW ORLEANS — /157-264/ 1 P 
^ FREEBUS,. FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY AS OF FOUR PM AUG. TWENTY ONE. 
NO FR ARRESTED OR RELEASED SINCE AUG. TWENTY SUMMARY. TOTAL 
ARRESTED TWO NINE SEVEN. RELEASED ON BOND TWO THREE SIX. PAID f 
FINE FOUR. RELEASED TO ATTORNEY ONE. RELEASED ON PROBATION FOUR. 
RELEASED AS CHARGES DISMISSED ONE. RELEASED ON EXPIRATION SENTENCE 


ONE. NET IN CUSTODY FIFTY. ALL FR PRISONERS EATING AT HINDS / 


COUNTY JAIL AND JACKSON CITY JAlL, /Š 7- SF 
388 REC- 29 Ka, ads 


(f > £ 
—— ce ^ 
`) í =i 


END AND ACK 
6-55 PM OK FBI WA RAC 
TU DISC 


— 
— OA WIE 
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— Date: 8/14/61 





(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) l 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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REIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 























DATE l1-12-2009 BY 603z4à UC BAW/ZAB/ZTW 








TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 
FROM : SAC, ATLANTA . (157-232) 
SUBJECT : FREE BUS 


RACIAL MATTERS 
POSSIBLE BOMBING MATTER 
nie WISE: 


Re Atlanta teletype to Bureau and 
New Orleans 8/13/61. 


Ms Aat AE Oy. UN i 


Enejosed are eight copies of letterhead 
memorandum concerning matter set forth in retel, 


Ft. McPherson, was notified of the threat at 
11:38 ame py spo 1 


& ER ae Bureau (8 Encis. ) 
1 - Atlanta À — 


ORH:me1 


(4) B | 237 


I: REC- 23 ETIE a 


zw te & 8 8 y 
ee a ae 


Ch e 





b6 
bue 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF b... 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





In Reply, Please Refer to Atlanta, Georgia 

File No. August 14, 1961 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED p6 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED bic 
DATE 11-12-2009 BY 50324 UC BAW/SAB/STW 57D 


THREAT TO FREEDOM RIDERS, RETURNING 
TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, 
AUGUST 13, 1961 . 

POSSIBLE THREAT TO BOMB 


At\approximately 7:45 a.m., on August 13, 1961 





Georgia, receiwed a telephone call from an unknown 

individual, whoNstated "If| 1 11 — lare on 

that plane today they will be sopry"| . | ^ |: 
DEE EE 


who had previous 
a Freedom Rider. 








to Jackson, Mississippi. 
were scheduled to return to Jackson, Mississippi, 
August 13, 1961, on Delta Airlines Flight 711 leaving 
Atlanta at 4:00 p.m., August 13, 1961, to appear for 
trial in Jackson on August 14, 1961. 


The Atlanta Police Departm advised of 
the receipt of the telephone call b 
` Atlanta Police Department advised Officer 


of the Atlanta Airport Patrol of.the telephone call. 
advised Delta Airlines. 


Delta 
Airlines, stated he considered the call a possible threat 
to bomb Delta Flight 711. 


and other Delta Airline employees 
conducted a search of all luggage on Delta Flight 711, 
and no one other than Delta employees were permitted near 
the plane prior to à search of passengers luggage. 
stated no explosive: was found in the search 
of passengers luggage, and Flight 711 departed. Atlanta 
at 4:00 p.m. on schedule. He stated that[ ^ J] 


152-2382- FIF 


ENCLOSURE 








b6 
RE: THREAT TO FREEDOM RIDERS b7C 
RETURNING TO JACKSON, MISS. 
AUGUST 13, 1961 





and were on the plane when it left. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 





OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 — * À . 
ES * "ÜNITED STATES Wu 6 f — 
M : 
“Memorandum 
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 8/14/61 
4 l ^ Ba i b6 


(AUG 251601 


"Sa SAC, CHARLOTTE (157-250) z b7C 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
SUBJECT: FREEDOM RIDE, 1961, HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
TRAILWAYS BUS, DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STU ` 
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, TO 2 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
- JULY 2, 1961 
RACIAL MATTERS; CIVIL e 
CO pREe 

















(00: New Orleans) 


8/5/61. 
Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 8 copies of 
letterhead memorandum reflecting investigation at Durham, N. C. 
conducted by do copies of letterhead 
memorandum are being furnished the New Orleans office as 
enclosures, 


chec the Charlotte office indices concerning 
was negative. 


On 8/9/61, an anonymous telephone call was made 


^ 
to the Duke University' Student In ati e was ! 2 
determined through this call that : home 
address, Michigan, had been accepted] E] 
o 





for admission to the Duke ES EE School commencing 
in September 1961. N C 


RUC gv 4 231 ps 


sé SUN 
eA Bureau (Ene. Dr" mi 
- New Ve, 322) (Enc. 2) 












1 - Charlotte 4157-250) 
CSM: jnr 
(5) 
ape. Bh 
E 2 i P: 
> I He -W ig AUG j E 





—E 


RA 





e S 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to Charlotte, North Carolina 
Palo No; August 14, 1961 
157-250 
b6 
b7C 


RE:  FREEDOM RIDE, 1961, 
Trailways Bus, 
Montgomery, Alabama, to 
Jackson, Mississippi 
July 2, 1961 
RACIAL MATTERS; CIVIL RIGHTS 


On August 9, 1961 
Records Section, Durh th Carolina, Police Department, 
and Merchants Association of Durham, 
Durham, North y were unable to locate 
any record fo in their respective 
identification and credit records. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE Li-lz-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/Z' 






































159-389-935 


ENCLOSURE, 
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[i Mr. Conrad... |! 

FBI - res E 
í Mr. i 

PIC ` 8 Mr. Z 

Date: 8217-61 | Mr. 

` Mr. 
Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT | Mr. 
(Type in plain text or code) " Mr. Trotter.__ 

- I Tele. Room... 
Via AIRTEL A ` j Mr. Ingram —_ —— 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) | Miss Gandy — 


XZ — —Á—— "P—————————— — in as "— ———— —— — ————— L= 






























ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
‘HEREIN I5 UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC Bal /Sab/STW 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI. 


FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-363). 
T dos * Z AU y x i 3 = — DE X Re M 
SUBJECT: FREEDOM 4 RIDE, 1961 


TRAILWAYS BUS 
SHREVEPORT, IA., TO 
JACKSON, MISS. , 8-1-61 
RM = CR. 


Re New Orleans airtel, 8-16-61. 


A Enclosed are eight (8) copies of 
a letterhead memorandum which is self-explanatory. 





y Bureau (Encl. 8). 


2 - New Orleans 
HGM/ba1 


(5) 













AUG 23 1961 
Sent — — — Per ` 


` — — 





Approved: / 


&9 AUC 28 Y 








UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


| FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION" 
Auent He 1961 


In Reply, F Please. Refer to to 
. File No. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
' HEREIN 18 UNCLASSIFIED ` fap en Se 
DATE “11-12-2009 BY 89; 324 UC Bes — 


| FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 

. TRAIINAYS BUS. ` | | 
" SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA, BÓ. De uum 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, "B-lh-61.- — 


Chief. of Police, Harvey, Teasley, š 
st 11, 1961 that 


_ „arraigned in District. Court, Shreveport, "Louisiana - on. OS 
"August 11, 1961, at which timé all six persons entered 
pleas of hot. guilty. The.trial was set for August 18, ` ` 
1961 and all Six persons were continued on Bond, irs ee 


This document contains neither. recommendations nor 

. conclusions of the FBI,- . It- is the property of the i` e ` 
FBI and is loaned to your. agency; it and its. contents SCH 
are. not to be distributed outside: your agency. 


























ALL INFIPMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 
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u — li LN S 
SE à — i l y. Tolson._..... 
Se, ` ; — b6 i 
' b7C l. 
< | | 
\ e 
. FBI I 
Ay ol l — 
oy j bil WW. 
Date; August 17, 1v61 p> Mr. us 
Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT l; 
(Type in plain text or code) ; I 
i {| Mr. Trotvter___— | 
y Tele. —— 
Via AIRTEL CARMATE —— x. — =] 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 














| " Miss Garidy.......... l 
L! 


DIRECTOR, FBI (> 





TO: D I 
Eo J 

FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-264) 

SUBJECT: { FREEBUS/ | | 





On 8/16/61 Deputy Hinds County Sheriff's 
| Dffice, Jackson, Miss. advised that the following FR prisoners were 
released on $500.00 cash appeal bond on 8/16/61. Their bonds are 

all returnable in Hinds County Court, Jackson, Miss. on 10/9/61: 














liqiiz-zün09 BY o03z4à UC BAW/SAB/3 
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(3-Bureau En š K ee 


l-New Orleans 
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c. ©. Witt 
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66 AUG zemmer 


Special Agent in Charge 


Approved: 


Sent fe M Per 
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ore: > FBI 
I Ë a Date: 8/16/61 
: A f 
Transmit the following a PLAIN TEXT 
Q (Type in plain text or code) 






AIRTEL AIR MAIL b6 
Via bic 
: (Priority or Method of Mailing) b7D 
SE ec A sse rese Dt A fo fem e ean Lm eade ufi te idea ne equ pA ui ee d ed J — 
70: DIRECTOR, FBI 
FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-363) 
RE: O FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 


TRAILWAYS BUS 
SHREVEPORT, LA., TO 
JACKSON, MISS,, 8/4/61 
RM - CR 


Enclosed are 8 copies of letterhead memorandum sett- 


ing forth: info received from ^ ^ —  —  ——1 
whose identity should be concealed. 


3-Bureau (Encls. 8) 
2-New Orleans 


JJB/1l 
(y ire 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 






































HEREIN|IS UNCLASSIFIED ‘ede | 
DATE 1-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STU ZA 


REC. 7 x. = 







al eas 
e xV Agency pd f P 


en, Zei che — 
S Req — £ 437 d d san 
C je + T pega fn “h: xcd J 
How T - JE 
Dau, a BL 


"dis 
EI Te 


à Ps i Ma — 
64. AUG 2519 D'Mpecial Agent in Charge E M Per 


ceres T f, 
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E: STATES DEPARTMENT — 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





7 Lë 
New Orleans "doe L^ ° b7C 

n Reply, Please Refer % . 

1n Rep yi EEN August 15, b7D 


File No. 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN Iï UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 11-12-2009 BEY 603z4 UC BAW/SAB/ STW 




















FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
TRAILWAYS .BUS 

SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA, 
VACERON, MISSISSIPPI, een 





A confidential source advised on August 10, 1961, that 
posted $150 bond for each 

of four persons arrested by locali authorities in Shreveport at 
the aves lway® Bus venver when attempting 2 





assistance in the case but did not advise him whether bond 
money had been secured from that organization. 


On August 10, 1961, Judge. Robert J. O'Neal, First. 
District Court, Caddo Parisn, denied a motion requesting a 
Bill of Particulars for the defendants and took the motion to 
ee the charges under advisement and will rule on August 
11, 1961. I 


This document contains neither re- . 
commendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 

and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distribut- 
ed outside your agency. / 
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FBI 
Gi 
í Date: 8/18/61 








Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT 
(Type in plain text or code) | b6 
S \IRTEI : | š l | b7C 
s I (Priority or Method of Mailing) I P 
n E E — — ————ÓH—Ó———— —— J ase esi 
TOS DIRECTOR, FBI (1609885992 


DATE ll-l1z-zü09 BY 50324 UC BAW/SAB/STW 


D xem cs EE 
Christian Leadership Councii, Nashviile, Tennessee, advised 


today that.so far as she knows, there will be no additional 
freedom rider groups going from Nashvilie, Tennessee, to 
Jackson, Mississippi, for some time. She stated that the 
only groups that will be going down to Jackson will be those 
individuais who are returning to Jackson for trial. She 
advised that insofar as groups leaving Nashville is concerned, 
there are no plans for the formation of additional groups 

to go to Jackson to test facilities at any time in the near 
future and that attempts are being made to have a meeting of 
the Student Central Committee to discuss the question of i 
whether there will be additionai action in this line. 


FROM? AC, MEMPHIS SS 1591 
: 10 ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
SUBJECT: \FREEBUS HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
RM 


LEADS: 


m Offices receiving copies of this airtei will 
contact sources of information in their respective divisions 
to ascertain if there are plans for additional freedom rider 

re] groups to go to Jackson or if this particular EE is 
v penne discontinued. 


- Bureau © 
- Atlanta We. 
- Birmingham <= 
New York 

Mobile 

New Orleans 

Chicago 

Memphis 

PC 


CNS II" 


D e 
EE 
— ° 





OO LI 


à 55.9. Q S \ VU? 
Approved: ⁄ Sent M Per — — — 
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ISTIGATIOR 1 gr polen ——— l 
! JUSTICE - , Belmont .. | 
i . Mohr. ———- 

. Callahan — | 

. Conrad... — 

. DeLoach. — 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED iir: Trotter 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ; Tele. Room...—— 
DATE ll-l1z-züü09 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STW i| Mr. Ingram 

: Miss Gandy-—— 
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URGENT. 8/21/61 7-43 PM EST MHM 
TO DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM SAC, JACKSONVILLE /157-250/ 2P 
J"FREEBUS" RM, CORE RM, REMYAIRTEL AUGUST THREE, LAST.| | 


i L | WENT ON TRIAL TODAY, MARION COUNTY COURT, 


OCALA, FLA, JUDGE LEWIS O. MYERS PRESIDING ON CHARGE "UNLAWFUL 

ASSEMBLY." THIS CASE NOT EXPECTED TO BE CONCLUDED UNTIL 

AUGUST TWENTY TWO, NEXT. JUDGE MYERS WITHHELD DECISION ON 

MOTION TO QUASH CHARGE OF FAILURE TO OBEY AN OFFICER AGAINST 

FREEDOM RIDERS pled 
FINAL DECISION WILL BE MADE FOLLOWING 

A FINAL/DISPOSITION OF AN APPEAL OF CONVICTION IN COUNTY COURT 

ON UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY ner — it 3 IF THE o, 

IS GRANTED ON THE BASIS THERE WAS UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY, —— A Z 2 

MYERS INDICATED HE WOULD NOT DISMISS THE FAILURE TO op c 

CHARGES, HOWEVER IF THE APPEAL SHOULD BE UP HELD ON OTHER — 

GROUNDS THEN HE INDICATED HE WOULD QUASHagWE CHARGES REQUESTED 

IN A MOTION TODAY BY. uu RIDER-S ATTORNEY 


pen 
END PAGE ONE... , ker fi 
64 AU6 25 981 ` E A d CIA Wrote h Z t 





b6 
b7C 


PAGE TWO... .. 


JACKSONVILLE, FLA. IN VIEW OF THIS, THE TRIAL OF [ 8 Tg YU 
[on CHARGES "FAILURE TO OBEY AN OFFICER" WILL BE 


POSTPONED INDEFINITELY. A LETTER HEAD MEMORANDUM WILL BE 
SUBMITTED AT CONCLUSION OF | [run NOV IN PROGRESS, 
END ACK PLS 

8-45 PM OK FBI WA RAC 

TU DISC 
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FBI 
Date: 8/17/61 


Transmit the following in 





(Type in plain text or code) 




















. 1. b6 
e AIRTEL REGULAR MAIL — 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 
EN OS rend ey a eo ee oe a Mae i o a et Ea hee eh Sm ql lees md = 
/5 7—3$. : 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-2250927 JÄL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
FROM: SAC, RICHMOND (157-231) DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/3SAB|STW 
° d u e ** e 
— FREE BUS £ £ d — Kc b: LIE. Usce He — UA ç 
D RACIAL MATTERS ` Ze 


(00:NEW YORK) 


Re Richmond teletypes to Director, 8/12 and 16/61. 


There are enclosed herewith for Bureau 8 copies of 
a letterhead memorandum pertaining to the capfioned matter. 


Copies are enclosed for New York. 


P 


(s Bureau (Encl. 8) 

2 - New York (Encl. 2)(AIR MAIL) 
2 - Rienmond 

HPS/vlr 


(7) 
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Sent . 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Richmond, Virginia 





In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. August 17, 1961 | 
b6 
b7C 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 11-le-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/3AB/STW 





RE: FREE BUS 


On August 12, 1961, caprar. T L _ ]Roanoke 
Police Department, Roanoke, Virginia, was informed that a 
Greyhound bus carrying approximately thirty-seven "Freedom 
Riders" would arrive in Roanoke, Virginia, at approximately 
3 P.M. for a rest stop and possibly transfer to snother bus. 


He was informed that it was Greyhound bus No. 6275 and operated 
Se  — 1] 


On Augus t 12, 1961, Detective | [Roanoke 
Police Department, Roanoke, Virginia, informe at bus Mo, Gär, 
Greyhound, arrived at the Greyhound Terminal, Roanoke, Virginia, 
at approximately 3 P.M. onMgust 12, 1961. He stated a mixed 
group from the bus entered the terminal dining room and were 
served, but they ate very little of the fooc. He advised the 
bus departed Roanoke, Virginia, en route to Knoxville, Tennessee, 
via Highway 11 at 3:15 P.M. He stated no incident took place 
in Roanoke, Virginia, and no one paid any attention to the 
occupants. 


Greyhound Bus Terminal, Roanoke, rginia, informe a 


Greyhound bus 6278 arrived in Roanoke, Virginia, at 3 P.M. 
from Washington, D.C. The bus then departed the Roanoke 
Terminal at approximately 3:15 P.M. en route to Knoxville, 
Tennessee, via Wytheville and Bristol, Virginia, traveling 
Highway 11 West. He stated the bus would arrive in Knoxville, 
Tennessee, approximately six hours or so after departure’ / 
from Roanoke, Virginia. I 


On August 12, 1961, offieev| | ]lBeistoi 


Police Department, Bristol, Virginia, advised that the above 
bus arrived in Bristol, Virginia, and departed without any 
incident. : 


On August 16, 1961, Major[ sel Dën 
Police Department, Roanoke, Virginia, informed instant group 
returned to Roanoke, Virginia, from Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina, via Greyhound bus on August 16, 1961 and departed 


Roanoke, Virginia, without incident. 





1672397 - 9 95 


qp even 





BUS 


| On August 16, OMEN E- 
hound Bus Terminal, Roanoke, Virginia, informe nstant group 
arrived on Greyhound bus No. 6852 at the Roanoke Terminal at 
11:15 A.M., DST, md departed without leaving the bus at 
11:30 A.M., DST. He stated they would stop for lunch in 


Harrisonburg, Virginia, at approximately 2:30 P.M., DST, and 
arrive in Washington, D.C., at 5:20 P.M., DST. He further 
stated that — the operator of the bus. 

On August 16, 1961, officer| |Harrisonburg 
Police Department, Harrisonburg, Virginia, advised the instant 
Greyhound bus arrived Harrisonburg, Virginia, at 3 P.M., DST, 
August 16, 196i, and departed 4:30 P.M., DST, en route to 


Washington, D.C., and there were no incidents in Harrisonburg, 
Virginia. : 


On August 16, 19601[ — Grey 
hound Bus Terminal, Harrisonburg,: Virginia, advised the 
"Freedom Riders" in the above chartered bus on August 16, 1961, 
were served food at the Greyhound: facilities Harrisonburg, 
Virginia, without incident, and they departed Harrisonburg, 
en route to Washington, D.C., without ineident. 


f 
5 


THIS IS LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI, AND Ge 
IT NOR ITS CONTENTS ARE TO BE DISTRIBUTE 
OUTSIDE THE AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 


| 
I 
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Report Form “> 
PD-263 (5-12-55) 





Reporting Office . igi Date Investigative Period 


NEW ORLEANS £ 7/20 - 25/61 


Kr e MASA no S| BPA Mower E. HELGESON 
\ “FREEDOM. p | 

Greyhound Bus CHARACTER OF CASE 

Nashville, Tennessee to l 

Jackson, Mississippi 

July 21, 1961 RM; CR 





Y HERH ~- ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
N HEREIN I3 UNCLASSIFIED 


? | 
qv REFERENCES DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC EAW/SAB/STU 














— teletype to Bureau, 7/20/61. 
/ Memphis teletypes to Bureau, 7/20 & 21/61. 
set Orleans teletypes to Bureau, 7/21/61. 
: - P- 
LEADS | 
By copy of New Orleans teletype to Bureau 7/21/61, 
the Baltimore, Milwaukee, Newark and New York Offices were requested 


to check indices, credit and criminal records on Freedom Riders and S 
furnish Bureau results of EE Z 








Special Agent. . 
In Charge 


DU DEDE OR Wesleg 


Approved 
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3 - NEW ORLEANS (1857-851): PDELEEY gei 7 








jee te Med, —— pu dp 


(oe — 
* 66 AUG 281961. 


Property of FBI - This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it no 


YW u. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 199 





NO 157-351 


LEADS (cont'd) 
. NEW C ORLEANS OFFICE o 
AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI e | 
Will report disposition of convicted Freedom Riders; 
ADMINISTRATIVE | 
Xd udi Cic copy of this € is designated : 


for the New Orleans Office in the event the Bureau: instructs ` 
that a copy be furnished the U. 8. Attorney, Jackson. 
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' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE: 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


`` SA HUNTER E. HELGESON . ss. Officio | NEW ORLEANS ^ 
8/11/61 | . EN OSDRANS 
'157-351 el " y E d Bureau File No.: 





FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
Greyhound Bus `- n 
Nashville, Tennessee to Jackson, Mississippi E 
July 21, 1961 ` ` 

` "ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED : 


Character: i.m RACIAL MATTERS; * -HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . Sas . 
. ; "o ` Se e Macs — Ce 
. . CIVIL RIGHTS I DATE: ee 2009 BY 50324 UL DAN. SAD: STH e 


Synopsis: . 





4 Freedom Riders, identified ‘in: ‘details of report, arrived / 
Jackson, Miss., via Greyhound Bus at 9:29 AM, 7/21/61. All 
arrested by Jackson PD at Greyhound Bus Terminal when they 
‘failed to obey the orders of Jackson PD officer to move on. . ` 
All charged with Breach of the Peace. No incidents at time. 
of arrest. All tried in Jackson Municipal Court, 7/21/61 and, 
_after NG pleas, were convicted of violation of S. 2087.5, ` 
Mississippi Code. All sentenced to 4 months in jail and 
fined $200. No incidents during trial. All Freedom Riders... 
in this group transferred to MSP, Parchman, Miss., 7/25/61.. :- 


DETAILS: 


Investigation in this case was eet, upon 
information furnished by the Memphis Office of the FBI. .. 
By communication dated July 20, 1961, the Memphis Office . 
advised that fóur Freedom Riders left Nashville, Tennessee, ^ 
` at 5:25 PM, July 20, 1961, via Greyhound Bus. and were .. 
Scheduled to arrive Jackson, pecu — AM, July 21, 
1961. I 


i Information concerning this matter was | furnished. 
to The SSES individuals on TY 29i 1961: 


This document contains neither fecommendations nor. conclusions of the’ FBI. It is the propery: of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 


its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 





NO — 


` |... Chief of Detectives M. B. PIERCE, police Depart- 
ment, Jackson, Mississippi; 


oor nmr Administrative Assistant, MHSP, 
Jackson, ssissippi; an J 


Sheriff J. ROBERT stuer, Hinds County, Jackson, ^ 
Wiusissippi; A ett CM 


CIC, E e | 


Greyhound Bus 
Terminal, I 





FD-3b2 (Rov, 1-29-60) o 0 ^ BUREAU ÖF NETTE 
| Date 9/1/61 


' The following observations were made at 
the Greyhound Bus Tena Jacken, Mississippi, on 
ee 21, 1961: ; 


‘At 9:29 AM, Greyhound Bus #4593 arrived, | 
A group consisting of two waite males and two white 
fenales got off this bus and walked directly into the 
colored waiting room of the terminal. Three in tie 
group walked to the lunch counter and sat Goen, One 
white female stopped at the drinking fountain in the 
colored waiting room an d the others at the 
lunch counter. Captain Jackson Police De- 
partment, approached the group and was observed to speak 
to them. Shortly thereafter, the four individual 
escorted from the colored waiting room by tapeni — 
and other officers to a police squad car which was parked 
nearby. There were no incidents in connection with the 

_ above reported matter . 


On a s „Jackson, iississippi File yazan h 


by i ny — - Date dieteted- 7 26 SL 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI.: It is the property of the FBI -and ts loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FD-302 (Rev, 1-28-60) ° eo BUREAU OF mere, 


pas 7/26/61 


The ER observations were ‘made 
' at the Greyhound Bus Terminal, North Lamar Street, 
med Mississippi, on July 21, 1961: 


Greyhound Bus #4533 arrived at the. ‘loading 
platform at 9:29 AM and parked at the extreme east. end 
of this platform in the first parking space, i 


' ; At 9:31 AM, two white males and two 
white. females were observed to depart from this bus ` 

onto the loading platform. At 9:32 AM, one white nale, 
followed by the two white females,who were in turn 
followed by the Second. white. male, walked directly: 

from the loading platform near the door of bus #4533 

into the colored waiting room. Two unidentified uni- 
formed officers of the Jackson Police Department were 

t in the colored waiting room and Captain 

Jackson Police Department, followed the P 

above four individuals into the colored waiting room. 

The above four individuals took seats at the lunch 
counter, located inside the colored waiting room, at 
"which time Captain| |spoke to these individuals. 

The door leading from the loading Put iwc colored 
waiting room was then closed and Captai words could 
not be heard by this agent. At 9:3 the above four f 
individuals, accompanied by Captai and the two uni-. `. 
formed officers described above, walked from the colored 
waiting room to à Jackson Police Department Squad Car 

and after entering this car the above four EE 
were driven off. 


The dors jus individuals were not searched 


or handouf fed and there were no incidents of any kind in 
connection with the above arrests. 


0n. 7/21/61 ` «at —dackson, miasisaippi F File 2 lll 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclustons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency;.it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 





FD-d02 (Rev. 1-25-60) + 06 BUREAU OF — — 
ste * AERE 3 


f 7/26/61 | 
Date: — 


captain| ue Jetzen Department, | 
Jackson, Mississippi, advised that the individuals whose 


names are set out below were arrested at the Greyhound 
3 AM, on. July 21, 1961, by Captain 
advised that this group of Freedon 
Riders had arrived at Jackson by bus from Nashville, 
Tennessee. They had entered the colored waiting room 
of the bus terminal and were ordered to move on by police 
. officers. When. they failed to obey the orders of the 
officer, they were arrested on a charge of Breach of the 
. Peace, and transported to the city jail where they were | 
booked| ^  ]said there were no incidents in connection 
with the above arrests.: 


mn—— T the following information 
fron ce Department records concerning the individuals 
arrested: ' gas, em 8x Q 


Name: I PA 
Jackson PD #: ` 
Residence: 


Date of arrest: 7/21/61 

Charge: . . . Breach of Peace " 
Race: ` | Mag B 
— 


— data: S e N. Y. C. E T 
Height: M Te Nabe s. 
Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 

Complexion: 

Build: ae ` 

Occupation: |. Student, University of Wisconsin, 


I dison, Wisconsin 
Marital status: S TR Ee 
-- 


\ 


7/21/61 at Jackson, xMiesisbippi- File v hmas o oo 


by l s ` Date — gemeet 


This document contains neither recommendations. nor, conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI- sand is loaned to - 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. : I x 
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Father:. 


Mother: 
Education: 
Prior arrests: 
Comments: 


* 


Name: 
Jackšon PD #: : 
Residence: 


Date of arresti. 


Charge: 

Race: 

Sex: f 
Age: : 
Birth data: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Eyes: 

Hair: 
Complexion: 
Build: 
Occupation: 
Marital status: 
Father: 


ther: ` 
cation: 


Prior arrests: 


Comments: 


None 


years college 


Admits picketing Madison, ` 
Wisconsin, 1960-61 


Gk 


l 7/21/61 


Connecticut 


one 

Adnits picketing: Nashville, 
Tennessee, 1961, peace walk, 
Ne Y. Ces 1961 





. NO 157-351 


Prior arrests: 


Name: — 5 
Jackson PD Bs 


GEESS, erg 


- Date of arrest; 


Charge: 
Race: -. 
Sex; `` 
A 


Height: 
Weight: 
Eyes: - 
Hair: — 
Complexion: 
Build: 


— 


— 


Education: `. 


Comments: . ` 


ei PD d: — 


Residence; ^ 
Date of arrest: 
Charge: ` 

Race: 

Sex: 

Age: 


ge: ^ 7-7 o7 
Birth data: `- 


|. None : Se 
"^ Admits picketing NYC, 4960; 


'. Student, 8t. Johns College, 
s. Maryland et ee 


yrs. college 


picketing Baltimore 1961 | 


* B 


7/21/61 Rows Oa 
Breach of. peace ` 





NO 157-351 


Birth data: 
Height: | 
Weight: . 
Eyes: 

Hair: 
Complexion::. - 


Build: . — — 
occupa taon: 


Marital ‘status: ` 


Father: 
Mother: f 
Education: 


Prior arrests: 


Comments: 


4 years college and 


] yrs 
graduate vork, Brooklyn College 
N. Y., University of : 
Connecticut, N. Y. 


. None 


Picketed Nashville, Tennessee; 
1961 
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) 6 BOREAU OF INVESTICG 


7/26/61 


, Date 


Captain Jpeiiee Department, 
Jackson, SE advised that the following in- 
dividuals were tried in Jackson Municipal mae 
— Mississippi, on July 21, 1961: : 


stated that all of the above in- 
dividuals were tried for violation of Section 2087.5; 
Mississippi Code. All ‘éntéred pleas of not guilty 
through their attorney. All defendants were convicted 
and sentenced to four months in jail and fined $200. 


According tol |] some of the defendants 

would be transferred to the Hinds County Jail to serve 

. out their fines and sentences and some would be housed 
in the Jackson City Jail to assist the Sheriff in. over- 
coming crowded conditions. in the County Jail. 


f dvised there were no incidents during ` 
the course of the above trial.. . 


157-351. 


on 1/21/61 — Jackson, Eisefewippt.. File Ë ` 


by  SÀ HUNTER E. HELGESON/eah — . ` Date dictated 7/21/61 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned ‘to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 





NO 157-351 


I on July 25, 1961, Deputy 

Hinds County Sheriff's Office, Jackson, Mississippi, 

advised that the Freedom Riders arrested at the Greyhound 
Bus Station at 9:33 AM, July 21, 1961, were all transferred 
from the jails at Jackson, Mississippi, ‘to the Mississippi ` 
^, State Penitentiary, Parchman, Mississippi, on July 25, 1961. 
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-Memór«..... 
š — D 
DIRECTOR, FBI DATE:  $UG 46 1961 
SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (100-24927 ) 


bpscr: /) FREEDOM RIDE,;1961 
“Trailways > 
Montgomery Alabama to 
Jackson, Mississippi 
July 2, 1961 
RM; CR 


Re report of SA HUNTER E. HELGESON, dated 8/4/61, at 
New Orleans. 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 8 copies of a 
ad memo setting forth information concerning the 
iss an Clara, California, who was one of fivé freedom 
riders arrested at Jackson, . 7, Mississippi, on 72/61, charged 
with breach of the peace. 


In accordance with instructions set forth in re report 
two copies of the letterhead memo are being Punniened the New 
Orleans Office š 


ta 
a 
POST Stn, 


BINED — 

1L INFOR TION CONT — 

HEREIN i 1S NET ; , 

DATE. ee 710. B o 
22e 


ue 


ZZ l 
i —— Í š x 
SN Bureau (meni 8)" — "ës 
New Orleans  (Encl.-2) Req. Red mumy sc 
2 - San Francisco Date Forw. —— Sa 
JMP:gg . | <. 


ta 

lo o 4 DN * 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
In Reply, Please Refer to SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA us 
File No. b7C 





“Bue +s 1964 


FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
Trailways Bus 
Montgomery, Alabama to 
Jackson, Mississippi 
July 2, 1961 





On July 2, 1961, Chief of Detectives M.B. PIERCE, 
Mississippi advised that 

- - California, 
was arrested with four other individuals on a 
charge o reach of the peace at the Continental Trailways Bus 
Terminal, Jackson, ' .. Mississippi. 


According to Chief PIERCE nd the other 
individuals were arrested by Captain Jackson, `. 
Mississippi Police Department, following eir arrival on a 
Trailways Bus, and after entering the white waiting room at the 
bus terminal. The arrests were made when these individuals 
failed to obey the orders of Captain to move on. 














Chief PIERCE advised that 

Arkansas, had indicated 

that he was a student at San Jose City College, San Jose, Calif- 
ornia, which institution he had attended for one year. 


On July 3, 1961 Chief PIERCE advised that 
together with four other individuals, was tried in Municipal 
Court, Jackson, > ` Mississippi, that they were charged with 
violation of Section 2087.5 of the Mississippi Code and that 
they each entered plea of not guilty through their attorney. 


According toL_____lall defendents were convicted 
and sentenced to four months in jail and fined $200. 
| ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
This document contains nefthE a 15 Near d LED avy 
recommendations nor conclusion EA 
the FBI. It is the property of the à. 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
“ht and it s contante are nnt to be 


digtraibuied Ee Zog geng ¿Z 
ENCLOSURE — 








PIERCE indicated that some of the defendents would 
be transferred to the Hinds County Jail to serve out their 
Sentences, and some would be housed in the Jackson, ` City 
Jail, because of crowded facilities. 


On July 11, 1961, Sheriff J. RALPH GILFOY, Hinds 


County, Jackson, :, Mississippi, advised that had 
been transferred to the Mississippi State Penitentiary, Parchman,. 
Mississippi, from Jackson, Mississippi, on July ll, 1961. 


On August 9, 1961 records, of the Credit Bureau of 
Santa Clara Valley, 222 South 2nd Street, San Jose, California, 
disclosed a file concerning indicating that 
this individual has been in the Credit Bureau files since 
December 1959. A credit history information form executed by 
December 11, 1959 set forth tha 
at that time, was a resident at 
and that this residence had been established for a 


period of four months. 


The information further indicated a prior residence 
of 
four months and a residence at 
for a period of six months. 







The in 
then employed as 













and had been so employe or 


a period of six months Prior employments were indicated as 
for four months 
as a parttime em- 

ployee. | . 

The Credit Bureau record! indicated that] Ü  ć < | 

|  . ]the Credit Bureau was] .— . .— | | | | | | | | |  — | 
wa sD— kai vA acu l 
|  _ |Credit Bureau, Santa Clara Valle advised on August 9, 

E what| — C uL] 


On August 9, i9] Policewoman, San Jose, 
California Police Department, Identification Division, and Officer 


ñ 











aw zi - : pd 
> = zi : b6 
gy - A 
i S S E A | ç — 


' 
i 


i 


|F santa Clara, California Police Department, advised 


that their respective departments contained no information 
identifiable with[ — 


A review of the files of the San Francisco Dvision, FBI, 
1, disclosed no information identifiable with 
except for a newspaper clipping from the Red 


Street edition, Oakland Tribune, July 3, 1961, dateline Jackson 
Mississippi, July 3, wherein it was set forth oe | 
D rrr leelifomia Student, was one of a number of individual 


expected to go on trial following their arrest on breach of peace 
cherges at Jackson , — Mississippi. 


| 


[ 
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m i: Be, Wüxa | 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Tu Gel 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ! Mr. Moin CN | 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION . Yr. Callébam ... | 


AUG 2 1 1961 et MIR us 
MEHE 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSTIFIE 
DATE ll-12-z009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STW 





8-36 PM CST TJB 


OM, SAC NEW ORLEANS 157-NEW 1-P 


C? nece: 


ey S = Arse 
US. RE MT TEL TODAY. CHIEF OF DETECTIVES M. Be PIERCE, JACKSON, 


MSS., PD ADVISED TONIGHT HE HAD JUST RECEIVED INFO FROM VERY RELIABLE 
SOURCE THAT THE TWO ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIESTS PLANNING TO TEST FACILITIES 
JACKSON BUS TERMINAL HAVE CHANGED PLANS AND WOULD NOT COME TO JACKSON. 
A. P. SOURCE JACKSON ADVISED TONIGHT THAT Ae Pe IN ATLANTA REPORTS 

THE TWO PRIESTS ARRIVED ATLANTA WHERE THEY RECEIVED MESSAGE FROM 
SOMEONE IN BALTIMORE, MD. THE PRIESTS THEN DEPARTED ATLANTA FOR- 
BALTIMORE PRESUMABLY BY AIR. NEW ORLEANS WILL ADVISE ONLY IN EVENT - 
ANY OTHER DEVELOPMENTS THIS MATTER, | 

END AND ACK PLS, | 7 ag279 77 

10-39 PM OK FBI WA RAC REC- 95 5 =S == | 


og 4984 


TW 


oO AVG 


EX, » 104; == 


T 


SURE n^ 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
—& 5010-104 


UNITED STATES Gov MENT 


dn lm 


DIRECTOR, FBI : 8/21/61 


SAC, NEWARK (157-631) 


ALL INFORHATION CONTAINED 
SUBJECT: FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 HEREIN I5 UNCLASSIFIED 
Trailways Bus DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STW 
Montgomery, Alabama to. 
Jackson, Mississippi, 
July 2, 1961 
RACIAL MATTERS © =REGoem AIDERS -MISC 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
(00: NEW ORLEANS) 


Re report of SA HUNTER E. HELGESON dated 8/4/61 
at New Orleans. 


Enclosed are eight copies for the Bureau and 
two copies for New Orleans of a letterhead memorandum 
regarding the above captioned matter, 


Agency Z a 


Req. Rec'd 
Date onm T dA e n 
is zz — 


` 


ACET — 


Ae REC- B /57-587 M 


RUC eM 
( 22Bureau (Enc. 8 
2-New Orleans (Enc.2) (157-322) 


l-Newark frg: 
ARB:mpm Obs 
(5) age Weauce 


BENE 


| rè - DÉI 
ZE i +. 
a als Tao uA 
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o. STATES DEPARTMENT OF A. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ` 


ee Newark, New Jersey 
In Reply, Please Refer to , 
Tile No | August 21, 1961 
‘ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED: 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 Uc BAW/SABZSTU Se 


FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
Trailways Bus 
Montgomery, Alabama to 
Jackson, — — 
July 2, EL 


the Garden State Credit Bureau, Clifton, New Jersey advised 


On August 11, 1961, Court Clerk, . 


Englewood, N, J, advised that the records of thé Englewood e 
Ride Police popartment zorleot no reference pg | 


The September 11, 1958 issue of the "Pittsburgh 

Post Gazette" reflects an article captioned "Ex-Chatham 

Instructor to Make Russian Tour", This article reflects that. 
among four American composers going.to Russia during September, | 
1958, as part of the State Department's cultural exchange. program ` 
was Ulysses Kay of Broadcast Music, Incorporated, New York, 


This document contains neither recommendations i: 
conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and. 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are mee to be t 
distributed SES your agency, ` J 


ve af 


ENC? YLOSURG 





— e e FORM NO. 19 
"UNITED — E os 


Memorandum 


n ; Director, FBI | DATE: 8/21/61 


dëi l ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
d — SAC, Philadelphia (100-45748) HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
ge DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STU 





oz : ~ , S : 
supjEcT: | FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 nce pu A7 LE, 
7 GREYHOUND , BUS F Res D 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE TO | — 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 7/16/61 
RM; CR 


Re New Orleans airtel 7/19/61. 


M Enclosed beren i a letterhead 
T memorandum concerning 


The allegation tha 
was made b 


In view of 
ion and the fact that he obtained nothing of 
was admonished and the:case was closed. 


The records of the Philadelphia Credit Bureau_and 


the — Police Department were checked by IC 


RUC. VA, 
? - Bureau (Encis^i 
1 - New Orleans (eU RN 346) 
2 - Philadelphia , 





- 


S I d 
@... States Department of M. 


Federal Burean of Investigation 





IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO 2 
100-45748 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
SE August 21, 1961 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 11-12-2009 BY 603234 UC BAVU/SAB/STW 


F 


On July 16, 1961, officers of the Jackson Police De- 
partment arrested a number of Freedom Riders, who were attempting 
to integrate the Negro waiting room at the Greyhound Bus Terminal, 
Jackson, Miss. One of those arrested was desdribed as follows: 





























Name: 
Address: 


Race: 
Sex: 
Date of Birth: ` Ohio 
Height: ` — 
Weight: 
Eyes: 
Hair: 
Occupation: 





member 
Emanuel Inst. Baptist Church 





Admits picketing and racial demonstrations at St. 
Augustine, Tallahassee, St. Petersburg, and Miami, Fla., Savannah, 
Ga., and Norfolk, Va. Member NAACP and CORE, 


` The files of the Philadelphia Police Department were 
` ehecked on July 27, 1961, and no record or ear 
could be located. - ; š . 
The files of the Philadelphia Credit Bureau, Inc., 
were checked on July 28, 1961, and a report was located dited 
February 8, 1961, which apparently refers to captioned’ individual. 
This report indicated that 
ad lived 


at this address for two er three years. It should be noted 
that this address differs slightly from the one listed above 


1D. — -— 277 


** Ta are meme DUX 
Week Ae wert 





Ld 








furnished by the Jackson, Miss., Police Department. The 
Credit Bureau was unable e E ae d: or members 
of his family to obtain 


recorded that he Ee 


! y 
a., was contacted by the Credit Biv eau but no record 
could be located of his being either a student or teacher at 
that_institution It was indicated one member of his family 


was > Jrut the family relationship was not set 
vember 2, 1959 as made that one 
[ bad EE ee in Phil a 
Gw—ssIY-zws eei 


and had represented himseif 


had mentioned 
that he looked like 
He recalls that he stated that however, 
he denied that 


The following description was obtained by observation 
and interrogation: 


Name: 
NSN: 
Rate: 
Sex: 
Race: 








b6 
b7C 


Birth Data: Ohio 
Height . f ° 

Weight 

Eyes 

Hair 

Build 

Complexion 

Scars and marks 


Relatives 


It should be noted that the birth date shown above 
differs from that furnished by the —— MiSS., Police 
Department. 


It is not known if the individual mentioned in the 
files of the Philadelphia Credit Bureau Inc. or the individual 
interviewed by the FBI on 11/6/59 are identical with the 
individual arrested by the anes MiSS., Police Department 
on 7/16/61. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 





PT 


A 


Date: 8/16/61 
PLAIN TEXT 


(Type in plain text or code) 


AIRMAIL ` 
: (Priority or Method of Mailing) 


T0: DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (157-232) . 
° VE ` ° ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


TTE HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
RACIAL MA R DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/3SAB/3TW 


Re New Orleans tel 8/4/61. 


Enclosed are eight copies of letterhead. memorandum 
for the Bureau and one each for the designated field offices. 
No further action Atlanta. One copy of the letterhead 
memorandum is being forwarded G-2, Third Army, Fort McPherson, 
Ga. 


| EL < ¿¿¿¿Z 
Req. Bec'd . << 

@ - Bureau (Enc. 8) (AM) Date Forw, Ardo 

1 - New York (Info)(Enc. 1) (AM) a Eory. py Ca 

1 - New Orleans (Info)(Enc..1 jun y << A d 


l -Memphis (Info)(Enc. 1)(AM - Kn c i 
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PRA wn 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF E 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION 


Atlanta, Georgia 


In Reply, Please Refer to” August 16, 1961 


File No. 





ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED i. 
DATE ll-1z-z009 EY cü3z4 UC BAW/SAB/STW 


FREEDOM RIDERS RETURNING TO 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, 


Christian Leadership Conference, Atlanta, Georgia, advised 

on August 12, 1961, there would be nine Freedom Riders re- 

turning to Jackson, Mississippi, trom. Atlanta, Georgia, to- 
. Stand trial. They were: 


and one other, whose identity is unknotm. “They were. " 
o leave Atlanta on.a reguiarly scheduled Trailways Bus, . 
at 1:50 AM, August 13, 1961, via Montgomery, Alabama, 
scheduled to arrive in Jackson, Mississippi at noon, August 
13, 1961. They were to be met at the bus státion and trans- 

to Tupelo Christian College for room and board. 

Stated there were seven other Freedom Riders who had 
originally been scheduled to leave from Atlánta, who were 
Sent to Nashville, Tennessee, to fill out the chartered bus 
(Greyhound) which left Nashville at 10:00 PM August 12, 1961, 
with forty-one persons via Jackson, Tennessee, and Memphis, 
Tennessee, on Highway 70. This bus was to leave from the 
First Baptist Church, Nashville, or from 1905 Jefferson 
Street, rather than from the bus station. 


a ss =l there would be four other Freedom Ridere 
eaving Atlanta to report for trial at Jackson, Mississippi, 
by plane. Three of these were to leave Atlanta on Delta 
Flight 711, at !:05 PM, August 13, 1961, due to arrive at. 
eckson, Mississippi, at 5:07 PM, Central Standard Time. 

stated these three wer 


by plane from Atlanta was 

who was flyi to Jackson by hersel 

unknown said there would be no attempt to test. 
facilities on any of these return rides to Jackson, but were 
being made specifically to stand trial as ordered. 


/5]-38]-9 5° 


F 
NC St IRE 





— tom — mr - T r ` " * E NNI EE 


RE: FREEDOM RIDERS RETURNING Ss Le 
TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI b7C 
AUGUST 13, 1961 


At 3:30 PM, August 12, 1961, Lieute 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation, and Captain 
Atlanta Police Department, were notified of the above. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 11-12-2009 BY 503z4 UC BAW/SAB/STW ' E i 
Tiss Gandy — š 
URGENT 8-21-61 5-36 PM JFA — 


! 


TO DIRECTOR /10/ AND SACS, NEW ORLEANS AND ATLANTA ^ 

FROM SAC, T 157-391 

| H RIDERS ~ MISSELLANTOUS 
FREEBUS,. RE NEW ORLEANS TEL, EIGHT TWENTY NE, SIXTY ONE. 
NYC, ADVISED THIS DATE, THA 

















LOUISIANA 
7 S 5 


bee 
EN 


T. AUGUSTINES HIGH SCHOOL, TWENTY SIX HUNDRED LONDON 
AVEs, Ey ORLEANS, LAe, ARE SCHEDULED TO DEPART FROM IDLEWILD AIRPORT, 
“NYC AE =". THIS DATE, VIA EASTERN AIRLINES FOR ATLANTA, GEORCIA, 
WITH cuc Tis FROM ATLANTA VIA DELTA AIRLINES TO JACKSON, MISS. 
[ _— Jtarep RE HE HAD LEARNED THAT THE FOUR PM EASTERN AIRLINES FLIGHT 
HAS BEEN DELAYED UNTIL FIVE PM DUE TO MECHANICAL DIFFICULTIES, 

| FURTHER ADVISED THAT BERRIGAN AND 
MET AT JACKSON, MISS., AIRPORT BY 
CORE, JACKSON, MISS.) WHO WILL ACCOMPANY TO THE BUS TERMINAL, 
JACKSON, MISS., ui jant TEST FACILITIES IN COLORED WAITING 
Roone| ` Fra HE "d BE E 
TERMÍNAL BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN JACKSON TH 

me WC MAT y 
ADVISED ADDITIONAL INFORMATI J FRO 


END PAGE ONE JD Sere ee od 
Za 208 ES AUG 23 1981 v 
sn «dmm a4 
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PAGE TWO 






TELEPHONICALLY 
FURNISHED SAME INFORMATION AS AND IN ADDITION STATED 
FATHERS BERRIGAN AND ARE ACTING WITH THE APPROVAL OF | 


MD. CONTACT WITH EASTERN AIRLINES, NYC, ASCERTAINED FLIGHT NUMBER 
FIVE ZERO THREE, ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED TO DEPART IDLEWILD AT FOUR 
PM WILL DEPART IDLEWILD AT FIVE PM, THIS DATE AND ARRIVE ATLANTA 
SIX ZERO FIVE PM WITH EARLIEST CONNECTING FLIGHT TO JACKSON, 

MISS. BEING DELTA AIRLINES FLIGHT NUMBER SEVEN TWO NINE, LEAVING 
ATLANTA EIGHT TEN PM, THIS DATE, ARRIVING JACKSON, MISS., EIGHT 






THIRTY SEVEN PM, THIS DATE. 
END 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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URGENT 8/22/61 6-28 PM EST MHM 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM SAC, JACKSONVILLE /157-250/ 1P 
Racial Matters 


FREEBUS, RM, CORE, RM, REMYTEL EIGHT TWENTYONE LAST. FREEDOM 
RIDER ARRESTED SIX SIXTEEN SIXTYONE 


AT OCALA, FLA,, ALONG WITH FREEDOM RIDERS 
c 
[Foun GUILTY IN JURY ‘ODAY AT MARION 


COUNTY COURT, OCALA, FLA. AND CHARCED QUOTE UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY ^ 
-mp=esoz[ U ]sENTENcED TO SIX MONTHS FLAT AND FINED 
THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS, WILL BE RELEASED ON ONE THOUSAND DOLLAR 
BOND PENDING FILING OF AN APPEAL, LETTERHEAD MEMO FOLLOWS, 

END ACK FOR TWO PLS 
7-30 PM OK FBI WA MSL 
TU DISC 


n"? 


"^ 





& AUG 24 1961 
dei (0 fe 


(IN FM 
Es 0 du 





were among the group of "Freedom Riders" 
on the Second Section-Professional Group en Wa 
route via Greyhound Bus from Jacksonville, 
Florida, to Tampa, Florida, on June 16, 1961, ,” 
were arrested by the Marion County Sheriff's 
Office at the Greyhound Bus Station, Ocala, 
Originally they were charged with ` 
failure to obey the lawful order of an officer 
and attempting to incite a riot, The second 
charge was subsequently changed to unlawful 


GU x 
LL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
FEIN IS UNCLASSIFIED |. D 
ATE 11-12-2009 BY 6324 te” paw SABÝSTW 
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Hz Hour: 
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Mr, Trou. 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLAZSIFIED 
DATE ll-lz-zUü9 BY 603234 UC BAW/SAB/STU 
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URGENT 8-22-61 () 6-30 PM CST WW 
TO DIRECTOR, FBI / PEK DOW Ñipeer= Miso. 


FROM SAC, NEW ORLEANS /157-264/ 


FREEBUS, TRIAL s” — — 
MISSISSIPPI MAY TWENTYFOUR LAST COMMENCED IN HINDS COUNTY 


COURT, JACKSON TODAY. PRESS SOURCES ADVISE MOST OF TODAY 

SPENT IN ARGUING VARIOUS MOTIONS BEFORE COURT. WILLIAM M, 
KUNSTLER, ATTORNEY FO REPORTEDLY SEEKING TO QUASH 

JURY LIST ON cROUNS NOT ENOUGH NEGROES ON LIST TO ASSURE 

FAIR TRIAL. THERE ARE TWO NEGROES ON LISTOFFFEEERFFERNNNNST XTY 
PROSPECTIVE JURORS. SELECTION OF JURY EXPECTED TO COMMENCE 
TOMORROW. FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY AS OF FOUR PM AUGUST TWENTYTWO. 
NO FR ARRESTED OR RELEASED SINCE AUGUST TWENTYONE SUMMARY, 
RELEASED ON BOND 
‘RELEASED TO ATTORNEY 


TOTAL ARRESTED TWO HUNDRED NINETYSEVEN. 
TWO HUNDRED THIRTYSIX. PAID FINE FOUR. 
RELEASED AS CHARGES DISMISSED 

NET IN CUSTODY BUTS 


` M: LEN 


ONE. RELEASED ON PROBATION FOUR} 


ONE. RELEASED ON EXPIRATION SENTENCE ONE. 


ALL FR PRISONERS PALING AT HINDS COUNTY JAIL AND SE ‘CITY JAIL. 


iy 2 IZ BB. ws 


— — | by Gi’ 


END AND ACK PLS REC- 18 
WO 8-33 PM OK FBI WA usa 492 
TO YOU AND DISC. V 
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Speen 12-15- 56) 


FBI 


Date: 8/18/61 


ve the following in 
(Type in plain text or code) 


AIRTEL AIR MATL 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED (Priority or Method of Mailing) 
HEREIN. I8 UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE ll-12-2003 BY 50324 UC BAW/SAB/STW 


TO: — 
FROM: d , HOUSTON Ge Tuo) 
M E CER EE Oo Ribes. HiX&ecosveous 


RE: Houston airtel to Bureau, "dated 
8/16/61, 


On 8/18/61, Harris County Chief Deputy 
Sheriff B. E. WILLIAMS advised his office has received, 
within the past two days, six telegrams from California, 
which were couched in similar phraseology and appeared 
to possibly have resulted from some type of organized 
campaign. In general, these telegrams protested the 
arrest and incarceration of the "Freedom Riders" from 
California and demanded their immediate release. The 
telegrams asserted these arrests were in violation of 
democratic principals. Chief WILLIAMS furnished the 
following names and addresses appearing as the senders 
of these telegrams. Street addresses were not included 
in most instances: A 





California; ate Bj 


— — —3À /57 317254 


Pe. 
(3)7- Bureau (AM) (RM) 

2 - Los Angeles (157-367) (AM) (RM) 

2 - Houston a 


i. E Ar 
E x P ADU Z Š 


Approved: 
Specia] Agent in Charge 











HO 44-786 


California; 

California; 
California; 
— 


California; 







Caiifornia; 


Indices of Houston Office contained no 
references identifiable with above individuals. 


LEADS 
LOS ANGELES: 


AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: 





1. Is requested to check indices concern- 
ing above listed names in an effort to determine whether 
subversive information is available concerning these 
persons. 


2. Is requested to check with any available 
Sources to determine whether an organized campaign may be 
underway in an effort to publicize and create favorable 
propaganda on behalf of the "Freedom Riders" arrested at 
Houston, Texas. 











HO 44-786 


3. If significant derogatory subversive 
information is available concerning any of the above 
individuals, it is suggested that Los Angeles prepare 
a letterhead memorandum, setting forth above information 
furnished by Deputy WILLIAMS at Houston, Texas, and in- 
corporate subversive data concerning the respective 
individuals. If no significant information is available, 
Los Angeles should advise the Bureau and Houston by airtel. 


HOUSTON: 


Will maintain contact with the Harris 
County Sheriff's Office to determine if additional 
telegrams are received by that office and will, likewise, 
advise the Bureau and Los Angeles of the decision made 
by the District Attorney at Houston concerning locat 
prosecution of this matter, 
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"UNITED s 
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: DIRECTOR, FBI 


_ SUBJECT: 


ee eeu 1 uv 


SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (100-7636) 


FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
MUNICIPAL ATRPORT TERMINAL 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
GG 

RM; OR", 


ave CS 
eS CA 


BILERS 


8/16/61 | 


DATE: 


e MEC. 


Re New Orleans airtel dated 7/21/61, captioned as above. 


Enclosed fo ‘ei pies of a letterhead 
memorandum concernin with two copies thereof . 
designated for the New Orleans Office; : 


The source utilized in the letterhead memorandum is 


2/- Bureau (Encls.8) 
2 - New Orleans (Encls.2) 
2 - San Francisco 
l =- 109-7636 
l - 100-2h927- 
CLJ :DAS 
(6) 


4 E 
acesta p o yino 
gency, 
Req. Rec'd .. 7 
Date Forw.. 
How 5 
By. 


a M 


34-AU0—21 1951 


- 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


San Francisco, California 


August 16, 1961 


FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
MUNICIPAL AIRPÓRT TERMINAL 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

20, 1961 


ontained no information identifiable with 
MAMAS 


p. a eet ° 17014 records of the Oredit Burea e Greater 
ia. reflected tha 


in April, ek — residing at 


Committee, 1630 Sutter Street, San Francisco, California, and had 


formerly been employed by the YMCA in Berkeley. Their credit record 
was satisfactory. = 


On — za EK » & Source advised gel eeneg 
alifornia, had circulated a petition 
in precinct 183 for the purpose of having the Independent Progressive 
Party of California (IPP) on the election ballot. (See Appendix Page.) 


In May, 1919, the County Clerk of Alameda County; Oakland, 
California, advised with regard to je to place the IPP on the 


election ballot in California in 1918, that petition number 978 had 
been circulated by[ lacconding to the signature 
thereon. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your age CS 


)57-387 -1 93 
ENCLOSURE 








b7D 


— advised tha v the g Chris 






generally that various churches have become 
Fascist; that all money should be divided equally, and that the 
Russians are not communists. 


N identified 
the American Friends Service 


Committee, Northern California Region, San Francisco, California. 


On April 11, 1961, Mr. DON MULFORD, California State 
Assemblyman, 36h - lhth Street, Oakland, California, furnished a 


photostat of a letter dated March 21, 1961, addressed to Mr. MULFORD 
and written 
California. The text of the letter follows: 
"We too cherish and uphold: free Speech every where in the 
United States but with no exceptions. The campuses are part of ` 
the United States, you know. 
"It is behavior such as yours which turns students away 
from the American ideals of freedom since you make a mockery of 
it by wanting to deny it where it's exercise has some risk. Risk 


there may be. However, you increase it by your short-sighted 
un-American views and utterances. 


Guen| — 1 | 





INDEPENDENT PROGRESSIVE PARTY 


The 1955 Report of the California Committee on Un- 
American Activities, page 6, stated, "The Independent Progressive 
Party in California was quickly captured by the communists, and by 
the time the Wallace for President campaign had swung into high 
gear was being operated lock, stock, and barrel by the Communist Party 
of California. Time after time the committee in questioning wit- 
nesses throughout the State discovered that the leaders of the 
Communist Parties in various localities were identieal with the 
leaders of the Independent Progressive Party in the same. area. 
It is true, of course, that in the Independent Progressive Party 
there were many sincere liberals who, because of dissatisfaction 
with the two major political organizations registered as Independent 
Progressives and continued their affiliation until the true control 
of the I. P. P. became obvious. These people invariably resigned, 
many of them having given the benefit of their experience to various 
official agencies interested in the exposure of subversive. activities." 


The Communist Party, USA, has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 101,50. | 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


San Francisco, California 


In Reply, Please Refer to 


File No. 


August 16, 1961 


Title FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
MUNICIPAL AIRPORT TERMINAL 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
7/20/61 


Character RACIAL MATTERS; CIVIL RIGHTS 


Reference San Francisco memorandum dated and 
captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 





= ^ itas. d — e 

ZA dr BI Zoe aio ES) 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions oí the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 


your agency. ENCLOSURE 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. NW 


UNITED ST- "Y ONMENT 


Memora. um 


DIRECTOR, FBI mE pamm aen 


SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (200-241927) 


p š É a Í Z Z 37 / - 2 
SUBJECT: p 1961 I 
ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD 
le ~~ - NEW. ORLEANS, . LOUISIANA, ` TO JACKSON; MISSISSIPPI ` 
NE 1/23/61 uu Leni f pede teo HE a 


(pe 


00: New Orleans 


e Re New Orleans Airtel dated 7/24/oi, captioned as 
ove. 


Enclosed are eight copies to the Bureau and two copies 
to New Orleans of letterhead memoranda on each of the following: 
individuals, who according to referenced Airtel, were arrested 
on 7/23/61, by the Jackson, Mississippi, Police E 


fhe records of the San Francisco Police Department 
and the San Francisce sociation, which were : 
reviewed relative t were checked by IC 


on These records were also checked ae 
T n 7 m wiap C 


The files of the Marin County SO, Credit Bureau, ant 


the Larkspur, California, Police Department, were review E 
on 8/16/61, by TE WA. scd 
The files of the San Jose, calls Kë | 


Lm Bunsen (Encls, 40 
—$ = New Orleans (E 


.v;Req. — er 
Date Forw. zu 





SF 100-24927 
ECR/rew . 
° OW J 
p. JP) 
and the Credit Bureau of Santa Clara Valley, which covers San 
7008; California, were reviewed by SA JOHN M. PAGE on 8/16/62. 


À preview of the indices of the San Francisco Office 
on all of the previously listed individuals failed to reflect 
any information concerning then. 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


San Francisco, California b6 
100-24927 b7C 


August 18, 1961 


FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 

ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPI 
JULY 23, 1961 

RACIAL MATTERS - CIVIL RIGHTS 


The records of Mississippi, Police 
Department, reflect that was one of several 
individuals who were arrested @n July 23, 1961, in the colored 


waiting room of the Illinois Central Railroad after 
arriving by train from New Orleans, Louisiana. as charged 


with breach of the peace for failing to moveon after being 
ordered to do so by officers of the Jackson Police Department. 


according to the r 


issippi, Police Department, is lbs 
eyes hair, last em 


city not listed. was born 
California, and presently resides at 
California. E 


The files of the Marin County Sheriff's Office, the 
Marin County Credit Bureau, both of which cover Larkspur, 


California, and the Lar P e artment, all failed to 
reflect any record for 


Sources in the San Francisco and Marin County Areas 
were unable to furnish any information of a subversive nature 


regarding 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be , 


distributed outside your agency. eee 
TION CONTAINED — 


ALL INFORMATION CODI 
Tx IS UNGLASSIF 
HEREIN D Ü BY 


Pott 24h4 
157- 387 Ee 
ENCLOSURE 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE F 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION bc 





In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


100-24927 San Francisco, California 


August 18, 1961 


FREEDOM RIDE,. 1961 

ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPP. 
JULY 23, 1961 

RACIAL MATTERS - CIVIL RIGHTS 


The records of issippi, Police 
Department, reflect that r was one of several 
individuals who were arrested op July 23; 1961, in the colored 
waiting room of the Illinois Central Railroad Depot fter 
arriving by train from New Orleans, Ee 
charged with breach of the peace for failing to move on after 
being ordered to do so by officers of the Jackson Police 
Department. 


[.  —— —— ]aeeoráding to-the records of the J 


Mississippi, Police Department, pr 








ate of birth is 
Pennsylvania. 


The files of the San Francisco Police Department 
and the San Francisco Retailers Credit Association failed to 
reflect any record for 


Sources in the San Francisco, California, area were 


porro [i information of a subversive nature regardir 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; ít and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Le 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION BIS 





In Reply, Please Refer to 


San Francisco, California 
100-24927 a 
August 18, 1961 


FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
SUE CENTRAL RAILROAD 
EW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, TO JACKSON, {MESS Sri 

LY 23, 1961 — c 

RACIAL MATTERS - CIVIL RIGHTS 
The records of the Jackso Mississippi, Police 
Department, reflect that | as one of several 
individuals who were arrested on duly 23, 1961, in the colored 
waiting room of the Illinois Central Railroad Depot, after 
arriving by train from New Orleans, Louisiana was 
charged with breach of the peace for failing to move on after 
being ordered to do so by officers of the Jackson Police 
Department. 


[-—— — - Jaseosding to the records of the Jackson 
Mississippi, Police Department, resides at 
california,’ and He^is a student at San 


Francisco 






was born on 


—— 


The files of the San Francisco Police Department 
and San Francisco Retailers Credit Association, both of which 


sn ss failed to reflect any record 
for f 


Sources in the San Francisco, California, area were 


unable to furnish any information of a subversive nature 
reamine[ — 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the PBI, It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





b6 
In Reply, Please Refer to š b7C 
File No. | 
San Francisco, California 
100-24927 


August 18, 1961 


FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 

ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

JULY 23, — — 

RACIAL MATTERS - CIVIL RIGHTS 

The records of th Mississippi, Police 

Department, reflect that was one of several 
individuals who were arrested on ly 23, 1961, in the colored 
waiting room of the Illinois Central Railroad Depot, after 
arriving by train from New Orleans, lonistanal es 
charged with breach of the peace for failing to move on after 
being ordered to do so by officers of the Jackson Police Depart- 
ment. 


E- leae to the records of the Jackson 
Mississippi Police Department, is| lite, 


hair, and is unemployed. He side t 
San Francisco. He was born on 


_[Fennsylvania. Cu : — 











The flles of the san Francisco Police Department and 
the San Franci ociation, failed to reflect 
any record for 


Sources in the San Francisco, California, area were 


unable to furnish any information of a subversive nature regardin: 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION De 
b7C 





In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No, 


100-24927 San Francisco, California 


August 18, 1961 


FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 

ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
JULY 23, 1981 == 

RACIAL MATTERS - CIVIL RIGHTS 


ippi, Police 
was one of several 
; in the colored 






individuals who were arrested on July/23, 19 
waiting room of the Illinois Central Railroad Depot, after 
arriving by train from New Orleans, EE charge 
with breach of the peace for failing to move on after being 
ordered to do so by officers of the Jackson Police Department. 


according to the records of 
the Jackson, Mississippi, Police Department, resides at 


Califor -8 ose State 
College student He is described as lbs.. 
L feyes| fhair, born 


California. 


The files of the San Jose, California, Police Departme 
and the Credit Bureau of Santa:Clara Valley, which covers San 


[n failed to reflect any record for 


Sources in the San Francisco and San Jose, California, 
areas were unabl tion of a subversive 
nature regarding 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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Ku FORM NO, 10 
E 5010-104—01 


DİRECTOR, FBI tit S. DATES August 16, 1961 
SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157-26) 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED . 
SUBJECT: | FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 . HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ` ` f 
^. GREYHOUND BUS M4446 DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/S | 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, TO 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
JUNE 11, 1961 I 
-RACIAL MATTERS; CIVIL RIGHTS - 









































| 00: NEW ORLEANS x 
Dunt — Pw Cs 


Rerep of SA HUNTER E. HELGESON dated 7/13/61 at 
New Orleans, and Bureau airtel dated 8/11/61 to Minneapolis. 


Enclosed for the Bureau anda New Orleans are copies 


of Letterhead Memorandum dated August 16, 1961, which sets | 
forth pertinent information on C —— — — —— — — ——] 


Minneapolis files contain no pertinent subversive 
information on 


INFORMANTS 


Identity of © `: ` — File Number . 
Source CS m T Where Located 


MP T-1 is 
thru 91 


thru 95 


thru 109 


aruct Ss f thru 105 


pa ^f 
Anne kl e 


RUC — 
2 - Bureau (Enc. - 8)(RÁ) | 
l - New Orleans (157-301) (Enc. - D RD 
l - Minneapolis ec sS 
GBP: ebk — — Maes 
i4 , Req. Ree’d .. 





MP 157-26. 


identity oi SN id eu File Number ` 
Source C Lr = Where Located `: 


| | AM ie Aa eae | thru:534 


MP T-5 is - donis 
thru 113 


—— ^ MN — 
— 27 ` 


f ', Careful consideration hat been given. ‘to each source 
concealed ‘and T-Symbols were ‘utilized only in those. düstances. 
where the EE ‘of the’ source. must be concealed. VS 


I , The: Letterhead Memorandum: is classified 
because data reported fróm MP T-1 through MP T-7 tends to. ` 
identify confidential informànts of continuing value and com- 
promise, their future effectiveness.. 


"rop og nutes e [3M 


s S 0 re m $ 





` A STATES DEPARTMENT ane 
FEDERAL BUREAU. op, INVESTIGATION gun 
` Jii Reply, Plegss Beferto: ` d Bn — Ge SE e. 
_ File No, 87-26 : ty a iinneapolis, Minnesota 


5 Ern Oe BE weer E ‘961. 
ALL’ Iurdragrion ier 2 : 
HEREIN ‘Ts: UNE LAS SIFTED 

DATE: LI- 12-2005 Dr 60324 Ur DAT/SAB. 























FREEDOM: RIDE,’ "1961, 

` ` GREYHOUND BUS ; M4446 ` 

. "NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, TO 

. JACKSON,. ‘MISSISSIPPI 
JUNE.11, 1961 ;.-.. | 
RACTAL MATTERS eet RIGHTS: 


' resided at 


— employment in Los. An éles 


residence in Los Angeles: ‘aga 
December, ` 1958, residing at 
Los An Mon. She returned: to i St. Paul to Ive at 


at the VATI. of EUER Beeps EE 
Ee : I S ANC PRI DNE Ua m Ex 


E T-1 advised gn variond.da from Jung. T 1959. 
4o — 23, 1956 that was a member of B 
the St, Paúl Labor Youth League (LYL) during 1953,. became . à. 
member of the. Teenage. LYL Club in Minneapolis in. 1954, tran e 
ferred from the Teenage Club. to the Industrial Club of. the’ — pore 
Minnesota LYL.in September, 1955, was à member of the I 
Industrial Ciub No, Z of the. Minnesota LYL in December, 1955, . 
. and in February, 1956 Sérved.as a. member’ of the Minnesota. WYL.. 
, Cultural .Cómmittee, During -the period June 19, 1953.to- — — 
February, 23, 1956 she. attended at. least five meetings. and” DEA 
functions. of. the EE LYL.. — — o ae 





Se EI S 
; | = f @ : 
`. v 


. FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 


The Labor Youth. — a been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States 
, pursuant to. Executive. Order 10450, i 


I MP T-2 ] s dates from June 22 1959 to. 
June 7, 1956 that x sity from Jone 22, 1 


^. functions and ings of the Mi uring the period 
.. she. was `` 
; | the Minnesota LYL Cultural Groupes p 


MP T-3 advil e dates from June 1, 1956 to 
August 26, 1958 that in June, 1956 was. a close 


sympathizer of the Communist Party (CP) in St, Paul, minnesota; St 


and would probably help the Party in any way she could, `- 

October, 1956 she attended a Halloween party sponsored br té: 

St. Paul CP and at a St. Paul CP club meeting held February 23, 

1957 it was announced that she. wanted to be a member of the CP 

and she was voted in as a me j She attended her 
Of the CP club Durin the 


meetings of her St. Paul CP club, as well as 
. other CP functions in the same period. On August 26, 1958 she 
was considered to be a current member of the St. Paul section. 
: of the SE z; I ' 
who was . 
resides. at. 
Minnesota, and. SES. a : 


MP T-2 advised on various dates from December 12, 1952 
to April 4, 1956, ig an cna te ma Dt 1, 
.meetings and rehearsals of the North Star Singers at Minneapolis. 
. during the perio This Ain. `. 
formant described the North Star Singers as a singing group . s 
, organized under the auspices of the LYL Leo attended , 

the LYL State Convention held June 20-21, 1953, and an LYL `. ` 
pronio held July 18, 1953, The informant believed that all. ~ . 
ding the latter affair were LYL members, including. 

Informant further advised sach aa n at 

i +£: 

the period and Q this 

period was a member of the LYL Teenage Club, Ee oe Ee 





^ U FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 


MP T-4 advi ous dates from April 30, 1953 . - 
to aa 23, 1953 tha attended : 
functions and meetings of the North.Star Singers in the period 
as well as the LYL State  . 
Convention on June 20-21,-1953.. The informant believed that. 
'. all persons in attendance at. the. convention were menbers of. 
` the LYL, including — 


MP T-1 advised on various dates from Jüne 23, 1953 

"to 18, t during the period 
attended[__|meetings: and | 

functions of: the Minnesota L State Con- 
vention on June 20-21, 1953. he. was à 

member of the Teenage Club oj nnesota L ut was tranas- 
ferred to -the Stude pup of the ‘LYL | 

nth — š 


yas appointed. 


theft Manassa ie ao LYL. 

| MP T-5 advised on various dates fro ember 30, - 
1955 to May 16, 1956 that|  lattended det e 
meetings and functions of the Minnesota LYL during the period `` 
.Schedu ed. to | 


he.was. described as. a mémber, of 
the Minnesota LYL. ` . 


ja dates from October: 3 1955 - 
was scheduled Geng v 
not present . * 


when the class met. He attended meetings of 


^— MP T-7 adviGed- on various GC from November: 22, 
.1955 to March 23, 1956 M" attended E 
he Minnesota LYL during The. "period ee 


pesan and functions of t 





A. STATES DEPARTMENT or '$ 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 


File No 157-26 Minneapolis, Minnesota 


August 16, 1961 


FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 

GREYHOUND BUS M4446 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, TO 

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

JUNE 11, 1961. | 
Character RACIAL MATTERS; CIVIL RIGHTS 


Reference Minneapolis Letterhead 


Memorandum dated and captioned as 
above. 


All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 


RMATION CONTAINED 
IS UNCLASSIFIED 
-lz-z002 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STW 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 


your agency. : 
pa — EE. = m VOD 
EROS /5 7— 24 7- TO 





B VESTIGATION 
p mENT OF JUSTICE 


MUM GE — SECT; 
AUG Of 


2 as (bf b 
"m A 
ALL INFORMATÍÜN CONTAINED * ERIS" EXT 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFTED 


aE 11-12-2009 EY 60324 UC BAW/sAB/sTU 
Weel ip oO pru S 
m * Jr 2 xi 


8-23-61 4-45 PM CST 
TO DIRECTOR, FBI 


ROM SAC, NEW ORLEANS 157-264 


FREEBUS, SELECTION OF JURY IN TRIAL of Ju 


, MINDS COUNTY COURT, JACKSON, COMPLETED MIDAFTERNOON TODAY. NO 


| NEGROES SERVING ON JURY. STATE IS EXPECTED TO PUT SOME WITNESSES 
ON STAND TODAY. FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY AS OF FOUR PM AUC. 
TWENTYTHREE. NO FR ARRESTED SINCE AUG. TWENTYTWO SUMMARY. 
SEVENTEEN FR PRISONERS RELEASED ON BOND AUG., 

TWENTYTHREE « 
IDENTITIES FOLLOW BY AIRTEL. TOTAL ARRESTED TWO NINE SEVEN. 
RELEASED ON BOND TWO FIVE THREE. PAID FINES FOUR. RELEASED TO ATTORNEY 
ONE, RELEASED ON PROBATION FOUR. RELEASED AS CHARGES DISMISSED Z 
ONE, RELEASED ON EXPIRATION SENTENCE ONE, NET IN CUSTODY 
IHIRTYTHREE, ALL FR PRISONERS EATINC AT HINDS COUNTY JAIL AND 
JACKSON CITY JAIL, | S 
END. — RES- 52 (57-3479 Os 


z ris GRA 
“ACK PLS STE 


Wei: Goen ge 


6-48 PMVOK FBI VA MSL 
I U sii KRALE pig 


di [| HSU A owi 





; Mr. Telson. 
| Mr. Belmont 


. ; : 

: 4 T Ë Mr. Mohr, —— 
. Dën, Crit | 

D / Ze Cour — 
FBI OW ` ux IE 


Date: 8/9/61 B 
: . : l2 - £2. 
Transmit the following in ot He 


(Type in Plain text or code) ER s Trotter: — 


— (Rev. 12-13-56) 


s i deis Room — 
AIRTEL AIRMAIL | I Mr. Ingram_.— l 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) | Miss Gandy — | 


d 


zi 
| 





HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 11-12-2003 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STU ° 
E 
/ 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
FROM: SAC, SEATTLE (100-25/21) 


SUBJECT: PROPOSED FREEDOM RIDERS TRIP 
TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, 
LEAVING LOS ANGELES JULY 12, 1961 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


"Eben Diücnz (tc ANG 


— ae CASE a Bae ok 7 


Re Seattle airtel July 13, 1961 and New Bou 2) 
airtel to Los Angeles, July 18, 1961. ) 


l e d Seattle airtel susüished ‘Information 
E affiliation with subversive groups in 
the Seattle area. 


information on 


P z 
— RiNOULOSU.X 3s ST 
- Bureau (Enc. 5)(AM) 
New Orleans (Enc. 3)(AM) 
Seattle 
:kmh 


—B 


e — Lid. 
va Ge A. 


UMS 


C. C. Wick : ehem ne a wie 





IS 


Aa m EN STATES DEPARTMENT 6 





. FEDERAL BUREAU oF INVESTIGATION . 


te Te ply, Pas ea i E x. e me 8 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED — E 
HEREIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED — UTE 
DATE ll- 12- 4009 BY 60324 UC sk SMA sr. uS 


ECH PROPOSED: FREEDOM" RIDERS TRIP 
TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, ` 


: f LEAVING LOS. ANGELES. JULY 12, 196. 
S ZZ Së On — 2; TR records of the: Identification 
^ Division, Spokane. Police Depar e following. 
,. arrest for — MEME 
|. ^ January 31, 195 Young, EES? E SE s 


$ — —— daddres S: 





hoy 3 
. viue it home to. find the, zm P ase and another boy- 


f stopped him. The boy wit old the other boy that the - 
LV his and that De 
. an e boy then took. the 


ut it 
— from the other boy an 
. . ' proceeded to ` 
E peii been stolen two months earlier but] Whe uot . 
involved in the theft. The boys. were turned over to: Juvenile I 


: authorities and parents notified. No disposition noted.. 







t. š 


(L7 0h August 2,- E dtt d 
pana gee she could locate. no crear TOEREN Col — ** 


ú A © On August 2, 196, eege: of ‘the Identificatión- x 
vi [o County. san Office were: negative fone 


1 Tits aoenogat — seither 


EZ am^ ei 


Lio prepat 


E mg — 





* 
5 if 5 








= a 


^ . PROPOSED 1 FREEDOM RIDERS TRIP. 
- TÓ JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, 


LEAVING LOS ANGELES JULY 12, 1961 


The files of the "seattle Police Ee o 


J — July 21, 1961 and contained no record of 


ow orsus. he records of tihe King! County sheriff's office, J 
Seattle, Washington we son July 21 1961. and e quA 
EES no record of. s 


“The records of "her Seattle "Qredit Bureau were 


queen July 21,. 1961 and contained, no record. "a U 





OCT 27MIS61 V Ac 
59h86 A161 





UE oe eu rx 
during the school year 1959-1960, and resided at| . ff 
dP, wth name not Known. 77 d 





ORTIONAL FCRM NO. 10 4 = 


5010-104 Ee s E a ¿= z 
UNITED STATES ‘ERNMENT A ze. e 




















Memorandum ; vn 
f TO : Director, FHI (157-373) pate: 8/9/61 
f, pm 
` FROM : SAC, Philadelphia (100-45748) 
a ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
— ` . HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
SUBJECT: S FREEBUS Ru TERT ig DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAU/SAB/STW 
"—RHM-—-- — 
(99. = NEW — 


CEREED: Ma br [RE AS. PiE C 
Re Albany airtel to Bureau dated 6/6/61. 


ia 


The_following investigation was conducted by SA 
















; š gui am n 
At University Park, Pa. | ek udi 
rum joy 
On 7/25/61 e" ) 
identity should be protected E 


in place not indicated, receíved his A.B. 
from Brooklyn College in 195/; his M.A. from Brown UG ced 
in 1955; and a Ph. D. from Ohio e Universi 958, He 
was —— employed by fee = Seto ee onis: 
during e period ing the period 1955-1959, he 
ed TT the American School of 
Classica dies} ^ 1 1 1  . Jtaught Aneieént.Histo 








Cy ` 
dvised no information came to hls attention In d 
concerning as believed to be of interest to this = 
office. record indicates he is a classical lo 
scholar employment at Cornell University 7 


subsequent to his employment at Pennsylvania state. Pavers * 
He could furnish no additional information. S2 m 





? - Bureau — 373) (RM) 

l - Albany (157-21 un 

2 - New Orleans (157-264 — 

1 - Philadelphia (1997 H5'g4g).. ak 
EX 1 


TJD: jag 
(6) 





PH 100-45748 


No information was located 
Philadelphia Office identifiable with 


One copy of this communic 
Albany Office for information since 
at the present time. 


pr 


poe 


S directed to the 
is employed there 








S 7 P > 
k. Report Form 2 = 
j Frys (5-12-55)" $a, 


DU 





Reporting Office 


NEW ORLEANS 
TITLE OF CASE 


EER ` í 


C UFREEDOM ` 196 


Office of Origin 


NEW ORLEANS 


Illinois Central Railroad 
New Orleans, Louisiana to 
Jackson, Mississippi 
July 16, 1961 


XXXxXXMAX 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





Date ` | Investigative Period 


8/11/61 7/15 - 19/01 





Report made by 


SA HUNTER E. HELGESON 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


LL Teron et of Borate 


RE IN IS UNCLASSIFIED 








DATE ll-lé-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STW 


REFERENCES AK 
REFERENCES 3B 


d 
New Orleans teletypes to Bureau, 7/16/61 A5 ! 


New Orleans airtel to Los Angeles, 7/17/61. (Interoffice) 


Los Angeles airtel & letterhead memo to Bureau, 7/27/61. ap 


7:271 7 


= P = 


LEADS 


NEW ORLEANS OFFICE 


AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


[ _| 


Approved 


Copies mage: 
- BUREAU - 


3 - NEW onc ^iov ST 








Will report disposition of [| | 
o No 


Special Ágent 
In Charge 





HOT" y er is loaned to you by the. FBI, ond neither it nor its: contents are to be distyi 


w u. s, ‘GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 19. 





NO 157-347 


ADMINISTRATIVE 
ADMINISTRATIVE 


l An additional copy of this report is designated 
` for the New Orleans Office in the event the Bureau instructs 
that a copy be furnished to the U. S. Attorney, Jackson, . 


E. TA 


COVER PAGE 
COVER PAGE 
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T UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF o | 
“FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION’ ^ 


_ Copy: to: 


Reto. |. ^ SA HUNTER E. HELGESON © Office NEW ORLEANS’ 
Date: : | ç , 8/11/61. "x oe e I ` . z Ü d 





Field Office File No: — 157-347  . n ‘Bureau File No.: 

o — LAT: ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED. 
Title: f RES I | HEREIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED . 
| DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC ‘Baw /$AB) STU - 


























Illinois Central Railroad 
New Orleans, Louisiana. to Jackson, Mississippi 
I July 16, 1961 I 
Character: Ñ i 
f : RACIAL MATTERS; 
" ` CIVIL RIGHTS 


Synopsis: 


-a Freedom Rider, arrived ip Jackson, ^ 
` Miss., via ICRR at 10:10 AM, 7/16/61. Was arrested by : 
Jackson PD at ICRR Depot when: he. failed to obey the. orders. 

of Jackson PD officer to move-on. Charged with Breach of 
the Peace. No incidents at time of arrest. "Tried in 
Jackson Municipal Court, 7/17/61 and, after NG pleà, was. 
convicted of violation of 8..2089.5, Mississippi Code. - 
Sentenced.to 4 months in jail and fined $200. No incidents 
during trial. Was transferred to MSP, Parchman, Miss.,  . 
7/19/61. f S Cé us a à SEN 


DETAILS: ` 


Investigation i 
information furnished by 
New. Orleans, I i 
JOSEPH E. P 15, 1961, that a Freedom Rider a. f 
the name of from California, was. due to arrive 
in New Orleans at 9:30 PM, July 15, 1961, and would go from : 
‘New Orleans to Jackson, Mississippi. 


On July 16, 1961 navies SA’ ‘PRESLEY that 
had arrived in New Orleans. as scheduled and had I 
departed New Orleans en route POE Misniesinpt, at 7: 10 AN 
via Illinois Central. Railroad. — 


This document Gerten neither recommendations nor be of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned- to your agency; 
its contents are not to be SECHER outside your agency. ° 





NO 157-347 


| Information concerning. this matter was furnished - 
Ee EE D — by SA tg 


Chief of Detectives M. B. PIERCE, Police department, 
Ee EE 


: Colonel T. B. BIRDSONG, Commissioner, ' MASP, Jackson, 
Mississippi; , 


Sheriff J. ROBERT GILFOY, Hinds eee Jackson, 
` Mississippi; 


CIC, Ge Mississippi; 


Special Agént, ICRR, Jackson, 
Mississippi. — K us 2 lege C 





. rap (Rev. 1-25-80) = e FEDERAL BUREAU OF oo? S eon Be 


* 


q^ bie 
m é . 


Date 7/ 181 


| At 10:10 All, July 16, 1962, Illinois Central 
.Rnilroad Train "The City of New Orleans" arrived in 
Jackson, Mississippi, from New Orleans, Louisiana,. 


|  @ne Negro male descended the steps from the | 
. piatform where the train had arrived and entered the - 
` waiting roon desi G ior white passengers and sat 
Gown, Captain Jackson Police Department, 
Cuin] ofZicor approached this man aná 


Captain spoke to hin several times and then — 
this person under arrest at 10; 13 AH. f 


After the arrest, this individual aco ipanisd 
the officers to a police car of the Jackson, Mississippi, 
Police Department and onterad ‘game, after yalch the Gar 
departed. 


There was 20 incidont éonnected with tnis arrest, ` 
no crowd and nothing of a disorderly nature occurred. 


WU. 5 £ | ` 
: www ` 


on 7/16/61  „_ Jackeon, Mississippi. file y __ 187-347 
by — SA SAMUEL E. VIRDEN, II/eah — Date dictated _— 7/16/61 7 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the, FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed' outside your agency. I 





-392 (Rev. 1725-60) e FEDERAL. BUREAU OF PS f 
IT EE © o 2/80/61 


Date 


The following observations ' were made at the 
- yilinois Central Railroad Termi ES SE Miesissippi,. 
on July 16, 1961; 2 
At 10:12 AM, one Negro. nale was observed to ` 
. cone down the stairs from the passenger loading ranp,- 
cross the passenger concourse and enter the terminal _ 
.White waiting roon. This Negro went immediately toa ` 
bench and took a seat. Ee was immediately approached . 
by Captain of the Jackson Police Department. 
. ; Captain ordered the Negro to leave the waiting reon, 
‘repeated his order and then asked the Negro if he had 
the order. The Negro apparently declined to obey 
order and he was placed under arrest. Tine of. 
arrest. vas 10:13 AH. SE . 


` The Negro was oacarted. froa the vaiting Yoon ` 
then to a police patrol car parked at the end of the. 
concourse. At no time during the arrest was. force used 

‘Against the Négro. No. handcuffs or other restraining ` 
device were used and the arrest was quietly affected. 

- The arrested Negro is briefly described as 25 years oid, 
about 5'3" taland was wearing a ‘blue ES he was not ` 
carrying luggage. f : ' 


On 7/36/01__ at _ Jackson, Hississippi Fil f . 3157-927_ 


* eaa ^. -— 
| — I — Date dictated 3/18/01 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of ‘the FBI and is joined to 
your agency; it and its.contents are not to be Ore LONG. outside your agency. 











ae Page ge 1:48.60) g€ BUREAU:OF mer E E. 
uM e Y r . e . š 4 z + 


Date Ç 7/20/61 


Chief of Detectives M. B. PIERCE, Police Deparnt- be 
ackson, Mississippi, advised that | | PE 
as arrested in the white waiting room o e j 


EN 


Illinois Central Railroad Depot, at 10:15 AN, July 19, 
1961, and en Breach of the Peace. DIESCE 
advised tha had entered the waiting roon after 
alighting from the train which arrived from New Orleans 

at 10:10 AM. Captain the arresting officer, 

had approache in the white waiting room and ordered 
him /to move on, When s "refused, he was placed 
under ayrest and brought to BS police Department where 

he was booked and jailed. C 















PIERCE said there were no incidents in connection 
with the above arrest. . 


/ PIERCE furnished the following information fron 
Police Department records concerning 





Name: 

Jackson PD #: 
Residence: 
dek California 

Dato 72 svecnt: 7/16/67. i | I 
Charge: preach of the Peace vr TT 
Race: l 

Sex: 

‘Age: 

Birth data: Texas 

Height: I 

Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 

Complexion: 

Build: RU 8 . : I 
Occupation: tudent, Los Angeles State College 
Marital status: 

Father: 








On. 7/16/61  « Jackson, Mississippi _ File # 157-347 
by — SA SAMUEL E. VIRDEN, I1/eah — ate dietated —  7/16/81 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI -and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency, 








NO 157-347 


.Mother: 
Education: - . High school and four years Los 
Scars: | 


Comments: | Member CORE 





a 


7 


< “SFD-s0m (Rey. 1-45-60) ` g FEDERAL BUREAU OF ZER 


Date. 97/21/61 . — 


Chief of Detectives M. B. PIERCE, Fol l 
son, Mississippi, advised tma ] 
tried in Jackson Municipal Court, 

Jackson, Mississippi, on July 17, 1961, for —— 
of Section 2089.5 of the Mississippi Code. . He entered 
a plea of not guilty through his attorney. He was 
convicted and sentenced to four months in jail and 
sinea TN 


- According to ia e be transferred 
to the Hinds County dail to servo out bis sentence and 


PIERCE advised there were no incidents during 
the course of tbe trial. 


File# 187-847 -—— — 


Date dictated -2/35:/63— — a 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Iris the property of the FBI .and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 





NO 157-347 


. On July 19, 1961,. u er linea 
County Sheriff's Office Jackson, Mississippi, advised . 
that pop —— transferred from the Hinds 
County Jail to the Mississippi State Penitentiary, Parchman, * 
——— on July. 19, 1961 ; ; : 





N. — 
— — E 
3 — 


A 


e £ 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Reporting Office I Offce of Origin Date Investigative Period 
NEW ORLEANS NEW ORLEANS 8/15/61 7/8 - 17/61 
TITLE OF CASE Report made by ‘| Typed By: 
SA HUNTER E. HELGESON eah 
FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
CHARACTER OF CASE 


Illinois Central Railroad Depot 
Jackson, Mississippi, July 8, 1961 


© Ø f RM; CR 

“BREE Berm Py nepe s 
Y Ç = MER BEY — E \ b LPS. MI SI 

1 

" ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

x . REFERENCE HEREIN I$ UNCLASSIFIED 
x : : — — DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAE/3 

New Orleans teletype to Bureau dated 7/8/61. 


" Aa 
SS 
LEADS 


NEW ORLEANS OFFICE 
AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


Will report disposition ail | 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


An additional copy of this report is designated for the 
New Orleans Office in the event the Bureau instructs that a copy be 
furnished to the U. S. Attorney, Jackson. * 


A V s E # M 
L5- ZEP F E, 
Approvod aa nm Do not write in spaces below 


Copies mades Tate 
N S BUREAU 


f)j' à: e, . 
3 - NEW ORLEANS (1577338)... 
* "re K 





Property of FBI - This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned 


OCT 301961 ——— —— 





NO 157-335 


ADMINISTRATIVE (cont'd) 


i By airtel 8/15/61,. New York was. d to 
check indices, credit and criminal records pee 
forward eight copies of letterhead memo to Bureau and one to 
New Orleans setting forth the results. 


ies 


-.B*- 


_ COVER PAGE. 





E | 
-351 (Rev. Pos š ` a A 


` .. STATES DEPARTMENT oc Mus 2 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION `` 


Copy to: 


` Repotok SA HUNTER E. HELGESON | Office: — NEW ORLEANS ` 
Date: 8/15/61 n — 


Field Office Hie He, 157-335 * lo 0 | Bureau File Nos 


. Title: ZEDO ) EI / 
| ` / m — Railroad Depot 


Jackson, Mississippi, 
July 8, 1961 . ; — WER 
"Character: — ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED.. 


RACIAL MATTERS; Uoc 4^ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED I 
` CIVIL RIGHTS Së l PATE die 12-2009 BY 60324 DC sm en 




















Synopsis: 


age[ | a Lone Freedom Rider, was . 
arrested at ICRR Depot, Jackson, Miss., at 10:00 AM, eres, 
when he failed to obey the orders of Jackson PD officer to. 
move on. Was charged with Breach of Peace. No incidents. 
at time of arrest. tried in Jackson Municipal Court, 
7/10/61, and after NG plea, was convicted of violation S. 2089.5 , 
Mississippi Code. Was.sentenced to four months © in jail and fined. 
$200. . Was transferred to MSP, Parchman, Miss., on 7/11/61.. 


= Pay 
DETAILS: 


investigation in this ⁄ case was medicated. + upon EE 
of information from Chief of Detectives M. B. PIERCE, Police ` 
Department, Jackson, Mississippi, on July 8, 1961. He advised 
that a lone Freedom Rider, had been arrested ` 
at. the Illinois Central Railroad —— “Jackson; on uy: 8, 1961. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the EBL It is the property of the FBI: zand is loaned, to your, agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. A ç . 
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(Rev? 1-25-60) g ea BUREAU ®F INVESTIG 


h 7/12/61 


` Date 


i Chief of Detectives M. B. PIERCE, Po _De- 
artment, Jackson, Mississippi, advised that 
was arrested in the colored waiting room 
of the Illinois Central Railroad Depot at Jackson, 


Mississippi, at 10: 8, 1961. He was 
arrested by Officer ackson Police De- 
— According to PIERCE, had observed 
in the colored wai SO nd approached him 
and agked him to move e| e t IIS told 
he did not think it made any difference where | 
fficer[ ^ lagain ordered him to move on. 
refused to ovd olaced him under  - 
arrest for Breach of the Peace, and brought him to ` 


police headquasters, , According to PIERCE, there were 
no incidents in connection vith the arrest. . 


PIER advised: that according to information he 
had aokii aed lad been in Jackson for several days 
staying at the YiiCA and had made it known that he vanted 
to get in on the Freedom Rider. demonstrations. 


PIERCE furnished the follows 
Police Department records concerning 


Name: 
Jackson PD f£: 
` Residence: 
Date ofarrest: 
Charge: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Eyes: 
Hair: 
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by —— Date dictated 
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Complexion: 


Build: 


Occupation: . 
Marital status: 
Father: — 
Mother: . 
Education: 


Prior arrests: 
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Date _ 2/14/61 


Chief of Detectives UH B. PIERCE, Pol: 
ackson, Mississippi, advised tha 
was tried in Jackson Municipal Court, . 
I TOKEN: EES on July 10, 1961. j 


PIERCE stated that was tried for 
violation of Section 2089.5, Mississippi Code. He 
represented himself and entered a plea of net guilty. ` 
Ee was convicted and was sentenced to four months in 
jail and fined 9500. | . 


f PIERCE advised there were no incidents uring 
the course of the trial. | 
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On July 12, 1961, Sheriff us ROBERT GILFOY 

Jackson, Mississippi, advised tha 

was transferred to the Mississippi State 
peniténtiary, Parchman, pion PP on July 11, 11961. 
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J Mobile teletype to sad: 4/7/61. | 
. e New Orleans teletypes te Bureau, TOONS e eener CONTÁYNED AÀ 
^ New Orleans teletype to Bureau, 7/19/61. D E 52 xi 
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LEADS 


All offices receiving copies of this report should check f 
indices, credit and criminal records on Freedom Riders listed belo 
where they reside, employed or attend school, Submit results to 
Bureau in letterhead mehorandum (8 copies) suitable for digsenina- 

‘tion. Caption metres head memorandum sgme as. Ms report. 
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LEADS (cont'd) 
NEW ORLEANS OFFICE ` i i 
AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
Will report disposition of convicted Freedom Riders. 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
An additional — of this report is designated for the 


í, New Orleans Office in the event the Bureau instructs that a copy 
be furnished to the U, S. Attorney, Jackson. 
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| Tie: 
FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
` Trailways Bus Se l3 
Montgomery, Alabama. to Jakaa: Mississippi 
| July 7, 1961 . | E 
— d ` al INFORMATION „CONTAINED CER 
RACIAL MATTERS; CIVIL RIGHTS HEREIN I5 UNCLASSL x * 
— EO UE RW NP QE DATE 2298. PMO — 
2r, 3 " b6 
8 Freedom Riders, identified: in details of report, arrived b7C 
Jackson, MiSS., via Trailways. Bus at 6:05 Ru, 7/1/91. All b7D 


arrested by Jackson PD. at Trailways Terminal. when they failed 
to obey the order of Jackson PD officer to move on. All 
charged with Breach of Peace. No incidents at time of arrest. 
All tried in Jackson Municipal Court, 7/10/61, and, &fter^NG6-——- 
pleas, were convicted. of violation of S. 2087. 5, Missiséippi | 
Code. All sentenced to 4 months in jail and fined $200, ` Ro 
incidents during trial. All Freedom Riders in this group 
transferred to MSP, SE Miss. S3 released op Pond on 
various aa 


A en 
DETAILS: 


Investigation in this case is predicated upon receipt . 
of the following information: 


On July 6, 
Congress of Racial Equa "m — — — advised 


SA JOSEPH E. PRESLEY that 
Freedom Rider, was leaving New Orleans, Louisiana, at 2:15 PM, 
July 6, 1961, to travel to Montgomery, Alabama, where he would. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of any kind. It is the property of the FBI, and is a loon to your agency; | 
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Join six or seven other Freedom Riders for travel to 
Jackson, Mississippi, on July 7, 1961. 


f By commun .. the 
Mobile Office advised that 
E —— Alabama, had advised on July 7, 1961, 


a group of eight Freedom Riders would depart Montgomery, 
Alabama, at 11:30 AM, via Trailways Bus for Jackson, Mississippi. 


Information concerning this matter was 


noe — individuals on July 7, 1961, by 
SA | ' 


M. B. PIERCE, Chief of Detectives, Police 
Department, Jackson, Mississippi; 


Sheriff J. ROBERT oe Hinds County, 
Jackson, Mississippi; 


Colonel T. B. BIRDSONG, Commissioner, 
Mississippi Highway Safety. Patrol, .Jackson, Mississippi; 


[ — fcrc, Jackson, mississippi; 


| ee 
Bus Terminal, Jackson, ssissippi; 
uu captain] —  ]Po13ce nepartnent, 


Meridian, Mississippi. — 
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Lt The following observations were made at 
the Trailways Bus Terminal, arene Mississippi, on 
eee 7, 1961; , | 


` At 6: QS PM, CST, the regularly scheduled 
bus from Montgomery, Alabama, arrived at the terminal. 

. Of the passengers alighting from the bus, a group con- 
sisting of four Negro males, three white males and one 
white female walked: into the white waiting room of the 
terminal. They stayed in a group and walked towards the 

8 restaurant, At about the time they reached the entrance 

o the restaurant, they were approached by Captain S 
Police Department, Jackson, Mississippi. He was 
observed to speak to the group and, after a short period 

of time, other polite department officers were observed 

speaking to the members of the group. separately, taking 

notes. They then were escorted from the waiting room toa 
police patrol wagon’, which was parked just outside the main 
entrance of the bus: terminal. ^ 


Dome S 


Thbre Were no incidents in connection 
with the above matter. 
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` The following observations were made at. 
the Trailways Bus Terminal » Jackson, Mississippi: 
` At approximately 6:05 PM, Trailways Bus 
#5143 from Montgomery, Alabama, &rrived at the Trailways Bus 
Terminal. Among the passengers observed leaving the bus 
were four young Negro males, three young white males and 
i one young white female. These eight passengers entered the 
terminal white waiting room where they were immediately 
questioned by. captain jet the Jackson Police De- 
partment. i 


The eight assengers left the white 
waiting room at captain |direction and were escorted 
by other police officers to a patrol wagon parked at one 
end of the terminal passenger loading platform. 


Though there were a.number of citizens 
present on the loading platform,no demonstrations or unusual 
incidents were observed. The eight passengers were placed 
in the patrol wagon without incident. ` 


edu. 
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Chief of Detectives M, B, PIERCE, 
Detective Bureau, Jackson, Mississippi, advised that 
the individuals whose names are set out below were 
arrested &t the Trailways Bus Terminal at 6:10 PM, on 
July 7, 1961, by Captain ` ` ` [of the Jackson 
Police Department. PIERCE advised that ühis group of 
Freedom Riders had arrived at Jackson by bus from b6 
Montgomery, Alabama. They had entered the white waiting Di 
room of the terminal and were ordered to move on by ` 
policé officers. . When they failed to' obey the order 
of the officer, they were arrested on a charge of Breach 
of the Peace, &nd transported to the city jail, where 
they were booked. PIERCE said there were no incidents 
in.connection with the above arrests.: 






PIERCE furnished the following informa- 
tion from Police Department records Concorarag the individuals 
arrested: 


Name: 
Jackson PD #: 
Residence: . 


Date of arrest: 7/7/61 
Charge: Breach of Peace ) 
Race; nr 
Sex: S 
Age: js ess 
Date of birth: I 
Plàce of birth: Oklahoma. É Ros 
Height: 
Weight: 
Eyes: 
Hair; 
Complexion: 
Build: 
Occupation: 
Marital status: 
Father: 
Mother: 
Education: | grade, years Lamar 
Prior arrests: . SgRáor College, Lamar, Colo. 
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Name: 


- Jackson PD #: 


Residence: . 

Date ófàrrest: 

Charge: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Date of birth: 
lace of birth: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Eyes; 

Hair: 

Complexion: 

Build: 


. Occupation: 


Marital status: 
Father: 

Mother: 
Education: 


Prior arrests: 
Comments: 


ko x * 


Name: 
Jackson PD #: 
Residence: . 


Date of arrest: 
Charge: 
Race: 


Sex: 


Age: 


Birth data: 
‘Height: 


Weight; 
Eyes: 

Hair: 
Complexion: 
Build: 


a 
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7 
ELMER L/ BROWN 
21139 ` ' | 
857 Visson Ave., Akron, Ohio 
7/7/61 | 


- Breach of Peace 
' Negro 


Male 
20 EE 


"| 11/27/40 7 
Akron, Ohio E — 


5'8" 

155. 

Brown 

Black 
Medium brown 


: S1im 


Student, Akron, Ohio 


. Sángle 
: JOSEPH BROWN . 


VEARLON. BROWN b6 

12th gradg; 14 years, Akron, = bic 
Ohio, Ufiversity bo 

None ` » 

Member, NAACP 


Breach of Peace 
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. Occupation: 


Marital status: ` 
` Father: : 
. Mother: 


Education: 


Prior arrests: 


Comments: 
* * * 


Name: 

Jackson PD f: 
Residence: . 
Date of arrest: 


. Charge: 


Race: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Birth data: 
Height: 


` Weight: 


Eyes: 
Hair; 
Complexion: 
Build: i 
Occupation: 


Marital status: 
Father: 
Mother; 
Education: | 


Prior arrests: 


— — 


Student, Xavier University, 
Cincinnati, Obio 





b6 
b7C 


Xavier. University, "WT: 
| Ohio 


7/7/61 
Breach of Peace 





N. 


Y. 


Student, Queens. college; 


N. Y. C. 


12th grade; 


None 


1 year Queens 
College, N. Y., N. Y 
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Name; 
Jackson PD #: 
Residence: 
Date of arrest; | 7/7/61 
. Charge: Breach of Peace 
. Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Birth data: 
Height: 
Weight: 
^ Eyes: 
Hair: 
Complexion: 
Build: 
Occupation: 


Marital status: 
Father: 

Mot ber: 
Education; 





12th grade; years Hunter 
College, N. Y., N. Y. (BÀ); 
l year college at New School 
` for Social Re., N. Y., N. Y. 
Prior arrests: Admits picketing in New York 
Se f for integration (does not 
: reflect if arrested) 
Comments; Member NAACP & CORE . 


* * * 
Name: 
Jackson PD #: 
Residence: 


Date of arrest: 7/7/61 

Charge: Breach of the Peace — 
. Race; . gs 
Sex: É 
Age: . 

Birth data: Michigan 


— HB 
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Height: 

`Wëeighbt: ` 

Eyes: . 

Hair:. 

Complexion: 

Build: 

Occupation: . Student, Detroit Business 

Marital status: | 

Father: 

Mother: 


Education: | 12th grade; 1 year Wayne 
EE f State University, Detroit, 
^ Michigan; 24 years, Detroit, 
^ . Michigam, Business Inst. 
Prior arrests: Sit-in, picketing demon- 
. strations in Detroit, Michigan.. 
(Woolworth store) (swimming ~ 
pools); racial demonstration 
on bus in Birmingham, Ala.; 
picketing in Cincinnati, Ohio 
Comments: . . Member NAACP & CORE 


ok oe 


Name: | 
Jackson PD #: 

Residence; 

Date of arrest: 1 : ma 


Charge: 
Race: ` 
Sex:. 

Age: 

Birth data: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Eyes: 

Hair: 
Complexion: 
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Build: 
Occupation: 
Marital status: 
Father: 

Mother: 
Education: 


Prior arrests: 


Comments: 


* 


Name: 
Jackson PD #: 
Residence: . 


Date of arrest: 


Charge: 
Race; 

Sex: 

Age: 

Birth date: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Eyes: 

Hair: 
Complexion: 
Build: 
Occupation: 


Marital status: 


. Father: 


Mother;:. 
Education: 


Prior arrests: 
Comments: 


210- ` 


| 


Student, Wilmington College 


th grade; year college, 
Wilmington College, Wilmington, 
Ohio . 


;,. Integration march in Cin- 


cinnati, Ohio ace march 


7/7/61 
Breach of Peace 


. Ohio University 2 1/4 years; 
3 year at Cincinnati Univ., 


Ohio 


. None 


Would not say if member CP, Si, 
NAACP or CORE PES 
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Chief of Detectives M. B. PIERCE, Police 
Department, Jackson, Mississippi, advised the following 
individuals were tried in Jackson Municipal Court, Jackson, 
Mississippi, on July 10, 1961: 





PIERCE stated all of the above EC 
were tried for violation of Sectiom 2087.5, Mississipi. Code. 
All entered pleas of not guilty through their attorney. — 
All were convicted and sentenced to four months in jail 
and fined $200. 


According to PIERCE, some of the defendants 
will be transferred to the Hinds County Jail. to serve out” 
their fines and sentences, and some would be housed in the 
Jackson City Jail to assist the Sheriff in overcoming crowded 
conditions at the County Jail. 


PIERCE advised there were no incidents during 
the course of the above trial. - 


7/10/61 Jackson, Mississippi 157-331 
Gc IO d = : PP File # nse = 


by — SA HUNTER E. HELGESON/eah 


Date dictated 7/10/61 
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On July 11, 1961, Sheriff J. ROBERT GILFOY, 
Hinds County Sheriff's Office, Jackson, Mississippi, advised 
that the following individuals were transferred from the ils 
at Jackson, Mississippi, to the Mississippi. State Penitentiary, 


. Parchman, Mississippi, on July 11, 1961: 


On July 19, 1961, Chief Deputy[ 1] 
Hinds County Sheriff's. Office, Jackson, Mississippi, tele- " A 


phonically advised that according to information he had re- 

ceived at about 11:00 PM, July 18, 1961, ELMER BROWN, a Freedom 
Rider confined to the Mississippi State Penitentiary, Parchman, 
Mississippi, had. fallen from his bunk in the prison and injured 


` his head. He was taken to a hospital in Greenwood, Mississippi, 


where it was determ was suffering from a skull fracture, 
Which, according to was said not to be too serious in 
nature. i 


C ë ë havisea that after being examined at 


the hospital in Greenwood BROWN was being transported to the 
University of Mississippi Hospital, PERO Mississippi, for 
observation and treatment.. 


NENNEN. he had no detatis i as to the manner 
in which the ury occurred 


On July 19, 1961, Sheriff J. ROBERT GILFOY 
advised that ELMER BROWN had been examined by two neuro- .. 
surgeons at the University of Mississippi Hospital, Jackson, 
Mississippi, on the morning of July 19, 1961. According to 


GILFOY, the surgeons had been unable to find anything wrong... 


with BROWN and could find no evidence of a skull fracture.: 
GILFOY stated he intended to return BROWN to the Mississippi 
State Penitentiary at Parchman on — 19, 1961. : 


-14- 
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By communication dated — 7, 1961, 
the Denver office advised as follows: 


o.credit or arrest record was located 
for at Boulder, Colorado, checks being made 
&t the Credit Bureau of.Boulder, Inc., Boulder Police De- 
partment, and the Boulder County Sheriff's Office. ` |. 


—— — uy ge peter sasa 5 
University of Colorado, Boulder, made 
“available to SA KENNETH BRIDENSTINE —— 


and a permit to register for the fall 
. term in 1961 has been issued, aud was dated April 25, 1961. 
gives the following background in- 
formation: Pr 


was born on at 
[ —  loklahona. His father is shown as nd his 
mother's name is listed as 
was graduated from DuBois High School at Sumitt, Oklahoma, . 
in 
[ l | The file reflects that he lived at 
Oktaha, Oklahom from 1940. to 1955, and that following 
he came to Colorado and established 


residence, and has been attending Lamar Junior College, Lamar, 
. Colorado, since the Fall of 1959. . 


He has earned a scholastic average of 
3.07, which is slightly above a "mp." indicated that 
he was entering the Arts and Sciences “ollege, and planned 
to major in Psychology. 


As a close friend he listed 


. Colorado. He indicated that he had voted in Prowers County, 


. Colorado, and plans to make Colorado his permanent residence. 
He listed as reference 
[ |  ]C€o1orado, and 
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Lamar, Colorado. He indicated that he had been employed at 
Pe cde 


On. information on rati 
Lamar Junior Colle e, it-was indicated by 






tellectually mature, and generally: was very favorable tf] 


Denver indicates negative regarding| ^ | 


On July 21, 1961[ |Deputy, Hinas 
County Sheriff's Office, Jackson, Mississippi, advised that. 


ELMER L. BROWN had been released on a 3500 cash appeal bond on 
Au 21, 1961. 


On July 26, 1961| — Jadvised that| | 
—— been released on $500 cash appeal bond on July... 
9 de H - I . 
e On July 28, ii| Je? ee that 


had been released on $500 cash appeal bond on July 28,.1961.. 
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Lo UNITED STATES does Ñ ° EU fe SS 


M Memorandum |. Sie 
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI f | DATE: 8/11 /61 


, ALL INFORMS CO TED 


/ FROM pete, MILWAUKEE (100-13797) ier is 


suBjECT] ‘ FREEDOM RIDE, 1961, 
GREYHOUND BUS NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE ` 
TO JACKSO MISSISSIPPI, JULY 29, 1961 I 


e du 


Re New Orleans airteé MU UNI PE a ES 





























Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight copies of 

a letterhead memorandum captioned as above but dealing 

with ne of the Freedom Riders. 
e Also enclosed for New Orleans are two copies of the 
letterhead memorandum, 


EY 


SY 















The letterhead memorandum has been classified 
because information reported from any of the three. 
informants mentioned therein, all currently active, 
might jeopardize their future effectiveness. 

Careful consideration has been given to each sourcé= 
concealed and T symbols were used only in necessary > 
cases, =a 


GS 


MI T-1 is 

who requested his identity. 
be concealed. Information reported by MI T-1 can be 
found in MI 100-23501-1A(9). ` 


ng iel |] 


MI T-3 id do furnished information fo 


SA ALEXANDER D. MANSON. Information cattributed to 
MI T-3 appears in its original form in the enclósed 


letterhead memorandum, EE 


EN 





_ Sources used 
Committee:" 
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“the following informants: were. used‘ to characterize SoTL: : 


"AIL ef the above: sourcés: have furnished, reliable. 
Ts information in the P icu 


1 
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A AUTHORITY DERIVED PRION: en OU 
. FBI AUTOMATIC .DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE. — i 

, DATE 11-12-2009 .- 

FREEDOM RIDE, 1961, | » 
GREYHOUND. BUS NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 


-I0 JACKSON. HISSISSIPPL, - JULY Ss 1961. 


Recorde of the Police — at — — pi ` A d 
show that on Juxy 99, 1961 one 
. &à Freedom Rider, was „arrested bi — of the. peace ` — 
, after arriving in Jacks L sio shvil I ennessee, 









The police records 


having been born ew York and. 
as living at| — — — ^ 1 à à à à 1 New Yorki.. 
cords — — * E 
Ra z do uu À j noe os 
hair, a complexion and as currently a student: 


_ at the University of Wisconsin (uw) in Madison, "Wisconsin, 
~ She was said to be a. former member of the National Association o 
` of Colored People, She claimed to have participated in. an: 
. integration march in Washington, D.C, in 1958-1959,.. 
. picketed in New York in 1959, and a demonstation for. 
—— walk from bos Rochelle to New ene 





=1 advi on November 28, 1960 that one 
Wisconsin, was then = 
E subscriber to a pubkicstion called "Studies on the Left". 


BCE documentation of “studies: on ‘the Left" appears Uu 
below, | k SE "NIIS 


that the name: OL Lars 
Wisconsin, appeared 
..on an addressograph plate currently in the offices of - 








New York Cm — 
A documentation of the PPCC appears below, ra 
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= . Records eb the Madison Credit — De Wisconsin, ` : 
c.c the Madison Police Department, of the Dane: County Sheriff's. 
Ex at Mon — Of. the Security an Protection Torre 


2 "I I advise 

. permanent — was. te: 
. New York, was graduated from the high school at New .  .. | 
`. Rochelle and entered the UW- at Madison during September, =- 
- 1960, thereafter attending the University . for. ‘a: ‘full — 
school year, g "TE 

in 


“MI ol like the — — düfoimahta Gentionad. above, ^ a 
s no Ee information. about [ 
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The "Wisconsin State Journal," a daily newspaper published. 
at Madison, Wisconsin, on November*26, 1959 announced 
that a new scholarly magazine, "Studies on the Left," 

& historical review dedicated to the leftist point of 
view, edited by present and. former graduate students at 
the University of Wisconsin (UW), but having no connec- 
tion with the UW itself, would begin publication soon, 


Records of the Wisconsin Secretary of State reflect 

SOTL was incorporated under laws of Wisconsin July 16, 
1959 as & non-stock, non-profit corporation with head- 
quarters P,O, Box 21291, Madison, Wisconsin, Three 

issues were’ published during the period December, 1959 

to November; 1960, The first issue contained a. policy 
statement of the editors stating SOTL was primarily a 
magazine for national circulation designed to give younger 
men with radical views:a place to voice their opinions. 






|  . —  J|have been identified by 
sources previously as having participated in the 
activities of the Labor Youth League (LYL); while 
Editorial Board members 
have. been identified as active members of 

the Communist Party (CP). Another source has identified 

as handling the finance and business 
affairs of. SOTL, 


The Communist Party, USA, and the Labor Youth League 
have been designated by the Attorney General of the. 
United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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FD-323 (3-28-60) — 


o - UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
August 11, 1961 





In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. MI 100-1379T 


Title FREEDOM RIDE, 1961, 
GREYHOUND BUS NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE ` 
TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, JULY 29, 1961 


Character RACIAL MATTERS; CIVIL RIGHTS 


Reference Letterhead memorandum of SA GEORGE Vil 
HUEBSCH at Milwaukee, dated 8/11/61;- 


All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE ll-1z-züü09 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/STUW 














This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property 


your agency. 
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Reporting Office 


TITLE OF CASE 


FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 
ir Greyhound Bus. — 
-- Nashville, Tennessee to - 
Jackson, Mississippi, 














Se? a CR 





"an sa ae es o 





DATE 11 





+ e s oÍo n ae eso. 





Approved 


E — | i utc dAo, 
je BUREAU ç ue ph fic , a 


3 - NEW ORLEANS (1572346)i21jo¢ 





— — 





— ve 





REFERENCES 


Memphis teletype to Bureau, 7/15/61. 


LEADS 


ALL INFORMA 
HEREIN I% UNCLASSIFIED 
-l1z-züü089 BY 


—P Special Agent 


in Charge 


_OF INVES. 


i Office of Origin Date ` 
NEW ORLEANS NEW ORLEANS 





8/-15/61 
Repog pade by 


HUNTER E. HELGESON 


CHARACTER OF CASE 








New Orleans teletypes to Bureau, 7/16/61. 


New Orleans airtel to Bureau, 7/19/61. ` 


P- 






















‘TON CONTAINED 


60324 UC 
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Investigative Period 





7/15 - 26/61 









wees 


By airtel dated 7/19/61, Minneapolis, New Haven, New York 
Siet oe Offices were requested to check indices, credit 
dul Gs m-ned——eeox ds on Freedom Riders and furnish results to Bureau. 
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fs 


e ge. FED Ww e 
Le f 2⁄2 5 


Do not write in spaces below 
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tis report is loaned to” You by the FBI, Gnd neither it nor its contents Se to be distributed outs the a to which loaned. ` 
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NO 157-346 
NEW ORLEANS DIVISION 
AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


Tee Ee wi report disposition of convicted Freedom — 


Riders E Coe — — —  .. 
x m — ——— "ote d 2 c 
| ADMINISTRATIVE ` d 


An additional copy of this Sëtzen? is — 
for the New Orleans Office in the event the Bureau instructs 7 
- that a copy be furnished to the U. S. Attorney, Jackson,’ 
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_ COVER PAGE 


FD- R4 (Rev. 33-59) , 


Copy to: 


Report of: 
Date: 


Field Office File No.: 


Title: | 


Character: 


Synopsis: 


: Seven Freedom Riders, 


— : E 
á 4 


$ i 
b. STATES DEPARTMENT OF JËSTICE . ei 
f FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ` 


‘SA HUNTER E. HELGÉSON ` Offre — NEW.ORLEANS 
8/15/61 SE i 
E" Bureau File No.: 
: 157-346 


` - FREEDOM RIDE, 1961. 


Greyhound Bus  . . ` ` 
Nashville, Tennessee Co: 
Jackson, Mississippi 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEFEIN I5 UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 11-12-2009 BY 60324 UC BAW/SAB/ 
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July 16, 1961 
RACIAL MATTERS; CIVIL RIGHTS 


identified in details of report, 


arrived Jackson, Miss., via Greyhound Bus, at 6:40 AM, .. . 


7/16/61. 


All arrested by Jackson PD at Greyhound Bus 


Terminal when they failed to obey the orders of Jackson 


PD officer to move on. 
Peace. 


All charged with Breach of the m 
No incidents at time of arrest. All tried in ` 


Jackson Municipal Court, 7/17/61,and after NG pleas were 


convicted of violation of S. 2087.5, Mississippi Code. All- 
sentenced to four months in jail and fined $200. No inci- 

dents during trial. All Freedom Riders in this group | RC b6 
transferred to MSP, Parchman, Miss., on Ke 


Freedom Rider released on bond ipie uie 


.DETAILS: 


One | b7C 


- P>- 


Investigation in this case was predicated upon 


inforuation furnished by the Memphis Office of the FBI.. 
By communication dated. July 15, 1961, Memphis advised. 


that 


Student Central Committee, Nashville 


Student Non-Violent Movement, Nashville, Tennessee, bad ` 
aay tess on July 15, 1961, that seven Freedom Riders would 


GSAKS™ 


pt containg neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 


its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


b6 
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NO. 157-346 


depart Nashville on July 15, 1961, via Greyhound Bus to 
arrive at Jackson, Mississippi, 5: :30 AM, July 16, 1961. 


Information concerning this matter at, by Ba] 


por individuals on x 15, 1961, by SA 


— 


.Chief of Detectives M. B: — Police Department, 
Jackson; Mississippi; 


Colonel T. B. EE Commissioner, — Jackson,- 
Mississippi; i 


7" Sheriff J, ROBERT GILFOY, Hinds County, Jackson, 
Mississippi; . 






CIC, Jackson, Mississippi; 


: Greyhound Terminal, 
Jackson, Mississippi. : 


: -2- 


b6 


_-FD-302 (Rev$ 1-25-60) C v BUREAU orem 3 LINES Wë 


Dae 7/20/01 . 


At 5:26 AM, SA SAMUEL E. VIRDEN, II, observed ` 
the waiting room designated for white passengers at 
‘the Greyhound Bus Station in Jackson, Mississippi. 
There were very few persons in the waiting room other 
‘than a group of four uniformed officers son 
Police Department together with Captain who 
appeared to bo dividing his attention to e waiting 
room and the loading dock of the terminal ‘where the buses 
enter and depart.. f 


At 6:40 AE, Gejin Bus 4447 arrived from 
Memphis, Tennessee. A number of passengers got off and | 
from the white waiting room it could be observed that a 
group of whites and an individual whose race was not 
immediately apparent entered the waiting roon Sesignated ` 
ooo. for colored. passengers. ü | 
. At 6:55 AH, officers os the Jackson Police 
Department were observed loading four white males, two 
white females and one individual mentioned above ,whose 
race was not apparent from his appearance, into the 
“paddy wagon” of the Jackson Police Department, after 
which the wagon Separ taa the — station. 


on 7/18/81 a Jackson, Mississippi _ File #____ 157-346 


by SA SAMUSL E. VIRDEN, II/eah Dote dictated — 39/8 _ 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to - 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FD-30» mev$i-as-6 ` 8^ BUREAU OF INVESTIG 


4 PEEL. | ^... 7/20/61 


Date 


b6 


The following observations were made at rs 


the Greyhound Bus Terminal, RED Mississippi, on 
July 16, eet: 


At 6:40 AM, Greyhound Bus #4447 was observed 
to arrive at the terminal and the passengers on board 
began to leave the bus. Among the passengers a group 
of seven began to separate themselves from the others; 

. this group, consisting of four white males, twowhite 
females and one other male, whose race was not immediately 
ascertainable, waited on the passenger loading platform 
for several minutes while awaiting the unloading of baggage 
belonging to some of their number. 


|. . .. These seven individuals then proceeded to enter 
the colored waiting room at the terminal and were followed 
therein by captain [ana several other uniformed 
officers of the Jackson Police Department. 


Some of the seven took seats at the waiting 
room lunch counter while the remaining stood beside them. 
Captain  japproached this group, asked them if they 
would move on, then ordered them to move from the waiting 
room and finally asked them 1f they heard his order, 

When several members of the group acknowledged they had 
heard but declined to leave as ordered, all seven were 
placed under arrest and were escorted from the waiting - 
room by a side door. 


At 6:55 AM, these seven individuals were ob- 
served to enter a police patrol wagon parked in front of 
the terminal. No incidents occurred during the arrest, 
no handcuffs or other restraining device observed to have 
been used, and the arrests were quietly carried out. 


— 





on 7/16/61 Jackson, Mississippi File. 157-346 _ 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the ERE :and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency, 
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FD-302 (Ray, 1-25-80) 9 FEDERAL BUREAU OF E 


Date 7/20 61 x ` b6 
| — " pre 





Chief of Detectives M. B. PIERCE, Detective 
Bureau, Police Department, Jackson, Mississippi, advised 
that the individuals whose names are set out below were 
arrested at the Greyhound Bus Termina at 
6:55 AM, on July 16, 1961, by Captain) e d of the 
Police Department. PIERCE advised that this group of 
Freedom Riders nad arrived at Jackson by bus from 
Nashville, Tennessee. They had entered the colored ` 
waiting room of the terminal and were ordered to move 
on by police officers. When they failed to obey the 
orders of the officers, they were arrested on a charge 


of Breach of the Peace and transported to the City Jail 


where they were booked. PIERCE said there were no inci- ` 
dents in connection with the above arrests. / 


PIERCE furnished the following information- 


from Police Department records pane nares: the individuals. 
arrested: 


Name: ú 
J&ckson PD #: 









by 








Residence: 
Date of arrest: ns 
— Jena 
Sex: LASTS: 
Age: l 
pate of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Eyes: 
Bair: 
Complexion: 
Build: 
Occupation: ` 
Marital status: 
P ° f | | — 
7/16/61 Jackson, Mississippi 157-346 
On _______at File # 
eah - Date dictated -. | 7/16/61 
This document contains neither recommendations nor. conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI sand is loaned to 


your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


NO 157-346 


Father: 


Mother: 
Education: 


Scars: 


Name ; 
Jackson PD #: 
Residence: 


Date of arrest: 


Charge: 
Race: 
Sex: 


Age: l 
Date of birth: `“ 
"Placé of birth:. 


Height: 
Weight: 
Eyes: 

Hair: 
Complexion: 
Build: AE 
Occupation: 


Marital status: 


Father: 
Mother: 


Education: | 


^ Prior arrests: 





b6 
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2 High School and 4 yrs, Northern 


Illinois State Teacher's 


7/16/61 





` High school, 4 years college, 


New Rochelle, N. Y. 


Arrested PD, New York, charge 


(picketing demonstration) 
25 days in jail 1961 -(violation 


> National Defense Act); picketing 


in New York and Washington, 
D. C., and Boston, Mass, “ 


* 


ww Gan ` š 
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NO 157-346 


Name: oS 
Jackson PD #: 
Residence: à < 
Date of arrest: . — 
Charge: pa a S Breach of Peace = fan 
Race: S 

Sex: 





Age: 
Date of birth: 


Place of birth: 
Height: : 
Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 
Complexion: 
Build: 
Occupation: 


Marital status; 
Father: Rens 
Mother: — 
Education:. 

Prior arrests: 





. Comments: ` ."^" A Member NAACP picketed Nashville, 
š Tenn., 7/15/61, -picketed N. Y.C. 
Woolworth Store in 1960 





* LW? * & 
Name: 
Jackson PD #: 
Residence: 
Date of arrest: | 7/16/61 . — — IP LSS 
Charge: ` l ; the peace | =- > 
Race: I ` E : f £ fr Z 
Sex: set 
Age: . ; — — 
Date of birth: ` 
Place of birth: ` | Michigan 


I 7 | l B Da ` 


NO 157-346 


Height: 
Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 
Complexion: 
Build: 
Occupation:.. 


Marital status: 


Father: 
Mother: 


Education: | 


Comments: 
* n 


Name: E v 
Jackson PD #: 
Residence: 


Date of arrest: 
Charge: 

Race: 

Sex: 


Age: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Height: 

Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 
Complexion: ` 
Build: 
Occupation: 


Marital status: 


b6 
DTE 


High school, 4 yrs. George . 
Washington University, l year ` 
Boston University 
Member NAACP . 


* 





7/16/61 CES 
Breach of the pence ch Ghio 
ruis, 


Jett, 


Delaware 


Student, University of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota 


b6 
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NO 157-346 


Father: 
Mother: 


Education: ©. High school, 4 years Oberlin . 
jr ad College, Oberlin, Ohio, stu- 
dent, University of Minnesota, 


Name: 
Jackson: ene: 
Residence: 


Date of arrest: E 7/16/61 





e: 
Date of birth: 
Place of birth: - 
Height: 
Weight: 
Eyes: ` 
Hair:  «— — 
Complexion: 
Build: 
Occupation: 





member of Emanuel 
Inst. Baptist Church 

Marital status: 

Father: 

Mother: 


Education: £ ege, 
; ` Florida Normal College 
Prior arrests:  . Admits picketing & racial 
— demonstrations in St. 
Augustine, Tallahassee and ` 
St. Petersburg, Fla., Miami, 
Fla., Savannah, Ga., and 
n" f Norfolk, Va. AD 
Comments: | Member NAACP, CORE — E. 





adc. 
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NO 157-346 


Name: ; ELE 
Jackson PD CR 
Residence: . 


Date of arrest: 
Charge: ; 
Race: 

Bex: 

Age: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Height: 

Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 
Complexion: 
Build: `, 
Occupation: 


Marital status: 

Father: i 

Mother: m oM d 

Education: x High school and 1 yr. of college, 
University of Dridgeport, 
Connecticut 





Scars: p l : 
Comments: ; : ^  picketing Nashville, Tennessee, 
s at H. G. Hill Store, 7/15/61 


PIERCE stated that all of the above individuals 
were tried for violation of Section 2087.5, Mississippi 
Code. All entered pleas of not guilty through their 
attorney. All were convicted and EE to fournmonths 
in jail and fined $200. 


According to PIERCE, some of the defendant, 
would be transferred to the Hinds County Jail to serve 
out their fines and sentences and some would be housed 
in the Jackson City Jail to assist theSheriff in overconing 
crowded conditions at the County Jail. 


PIERCE advised there were no incidents dur ing 
the course of the above M 
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U On July 19, 1961, Poput 
Hinds County Sheriff's office, Jackson, Mississippi, 
advised that all the Freedom Riders arrested at the 
Greyhound Bus Terminal, Jackson, Mississippi, at 
6:55 AM, July 16, 1961, were. transferred from the 
jails at Jackson, Mississippi, to the Mississippi 
State Penitentiary, TORO Mississippi, on July 
19, 1961. 


| 961. ee = = J 
advised that was released on $500 
cash appeal bond the night of July 25, 1961, and 


indicated she would travel to Atlanta, BEER 
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